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Adjournment Motion
Context:
•
•

Recently, the Shiromani Akali Dal (Political Party) has decided to move an Adjournment Motion in
the Lok Sabha against the government on the three controversial farm laws.
Motions and resolutions are procedural devices to raise a discussion in the House on a matter of
general public interest.

About:
Adjournment Motion
•

Adjournment motion is introduced only in the Lok Sabha to draw the attention of the House to a
definite matter of urgent public importance.

•

It involves an element of censure against the government; therefore Rajya Sabha is not permitted to
make use of this device.

•

It is regarded as an extraordinary device as it interrupts the normal business of the House. It needs
the support of 50 members to be admitted.

The discussion on this motion should last for not less than two hours and thirty minutes.
However, the right to move a motion for an adjournment of the business of the House is subject to the
following restrictions. i.e. it should:
•

•

Raise a matter which is definite, factual, urgent and of public importance.

•

Not cover more than one matter.

•

Be restricted to a specific matter of recent occurrence.

•

Not raise a question of privilege.

•

Not revive discussion on a matter that has been discussed in the same session.

•

Not deal with any matter that is under adjudication of court.
Not raise any question that can be raised on a distinct motion.

•
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•

Types of Motions in Indian Parliament

Censure Motion:
•
•

It should state the reasons for its adoption in the Lok Sabha. It can be moved against an individual
minister or a group of ministers or the entire council of ministers.
It is moved to censure the council of ministers for specific policies and actions. It can be moved only
in Lok Sabha.

Call-Attention Motion
•
•

It is introduced in the Parliament by a member to call the attention of a minister to a matter of
urgent public importance, and to seek an authoritative statement from him on that matter.
It can be moved in Rajya Sabha as well as Lok Sabha.

Adjournment Motion
•

It is introduced in the Lok Sabha to draw the attention of the House to a definite matter of urgent
public importance. It involves an element of censure against the government.

•

It can be moved only in Lok Sabha.

•

No-Day-Yet-Named Motion

•

It is a motion that has been admitted by the Speaker but no date has been fixed for its discussion.

•

It can be moved in Rajya Sabha as well as Lok Sabha.

No Confidence Motion
1. A
 rticle 75 of the Constitution says that the council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to
the Lok Sabha. In other words, the Lok Sabha can remove the ministry from office by passing a noconfidence motion. The motion needs the support of 50 members to be admitted.
2. It can be moved only in Lok Sabha.

Motion of Thanks
The first session after each general election and the first session of every fiscal year is addressed by
the president. This address of the president is discussed in both the Houses of Parliament on a motion
called the ‘Motion of Thanks’.
This motion must be passed in the House. Otherwise, it amounts to the defeat of the government.

Cut Motions
A cut motion is a special power vested in members of the Lok Sabha to oppose a demand being discussed
for specific allocation by the government in the Finance Bill as part of the Demand for Grants.
If the motion is adopted, it amounts to a no-confidence vote, and if the government fails to jot up
numbers in the lower House, it is obliged to resign according to the norms of the House.
A motion may be moved to reduce the amount of a demand in any of the following ways:
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Policy Cut Motion: It is moved so that the amount of the demand be reduced to Re.1 (represents
disapproval of the policy underlying the demand).
Economy Cut Motions: It is moved so that the amount of the demand will be reduced by a specified
amount.
Token Cut Motions: It is moved so that the amount of the demand is reduced by Rs.100 (expresses a
specific grievance).
It can be moved only in Lok Sabha.

Foreign Card Payment Network
Companies Barred: RBI
Context:
•

•
•

Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has barred three foreign card payment network firms –
Mastercard, American Express and Diners Club — from taking new customers on board over the
issue of storing data in India.
As many as five private sector banks, including Axis Bank, Yes Bank, and IndusInd Bank, are to be
impacted by the RBI’s decision.
The Personal Data Protection Bill also has provisions pertaining to ‘data localisation’.

About:
RBI’s Circular on Data Storage-April 2018:
•

•

All system providers were directed to ensure that within six months the entire data (full end-to-end
transaction details, information collected or carried or processed as part of the message or payment
instruction) relating to payment systems operated by them is stored in a system only in India.
They were also required to report compliance to the RBI and submit a board-approved system
audit report conducted by a Computer Emergency Response Team – India (CERT-IN) empanelled
auditor within the timelines specified.

Reason of Non- Compliance given by Payment Firms:
High Cost:
Payment firms like Visa and Mastercard, which currently store and process Indian transactions outside
the country, have said their systems are centralised and expressed the fear that transferring the data
storage to India will cost them millions of dollars.

Localization Demands from Other Countries:
•

Once it happens in India, there could be similar demands from other countries, upsetting their
plans.
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Lack of Clarity:
While the Finance Ministry had suggested some easing of norms in transferring the data, the RBI has
refused to change, stating that the payment systems need closer monitoring in the wake of the rising use
of digital transactions.

Significance of RBI’s Move:
The RBI’s decision to restrict entities from onboarding new customers is a crucial development in their
endeavour to ensure that all payment system operators store or localise their end-to-end transaction
data only in India.
The motivation behind such a move is to carry out effective law enforcement requirements as data
access for law enforcement purposes has been a challenge.

Regulation of Payment Firms:
•

Firms such as Mastercard, Visa and National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) are Payment
System Operators authorized to operate a card network in India under the Payment and Settlement
Systems (PSS) Act, 2007.

•

Under the Act, the RBI is the authority for the regulation and supervision of payment systems in
India. The RBI’s payment system enables payments to be effected between a payer and a beneficiary
and involves the process of clearing, payment or settlement, or all of them.

•

It includes both, paper-based such as cheque, demand draft and digital such as National Electronic
Fund Transfer (NEFT), BHIM app, settlement systems.

•

The RBI has decided to allow non-bank entities — Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI) issuers, card
networks, White Label ATM operators, Trade Receivables Discounting System (TReDS) platforms
– to become members of the centralised payment system and effect fund transfer through Real
Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) and NEFT.
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Way Forward
•

It is necessary for all entities to comply with the RBI’s localisation mandate. At the same time,
however, it’s true that hard localisation may impact India’s payments ecosystem.

•

To have a more effective mechanism for law enforcement, India needs to move beyond MLAT
(Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty), which is slow and ineffective, to a system based on bilateral
treaties on data transfers with the European Union, UK and the US.

•

The idea must be to ensure that Indian law enforcement requirements of access to data are met in a
timely manner while at the same time allowing data flows to foster innovation and trade in the tech
ecosystem

Pegasus spyware
Context:
Indian politicians and journalists on targets of surveillance operations carried out with the help of
Pegasus spyware

More About it:
1.	
French newspaper Le Monde reported that several Delhi-based diplomats were also on the list of
potential targets for phone hacking from 2017-2021, along with a phone associated with Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan.
2.	
The telephone numbers of a British High Commission official and two officials of the American
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and employees of international NGOs like the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation were also in the database of those targeted.

In the Past:
1. I n May 2019, WhatsApp identified that a bug in the app’s call function was used to install a malicious
code into users’ phones.
2.	
On October 29, it identified the malicious code as Pegasus, a spyware developed by an Israeli company,
NSO. WhatsApp and its parent company Facebook have sued NSO in a U.S. court

What is Pegasus?
1.	
Pegasus is spyware developed by the Israeli cyber arms firm NSO Group that can be covertly installed
on mobile phones (and other devices) running most versions of iOS and Android

The Method:
1.	
The code is transmitted by calling the target phone on WhatsApp. The code enters the phone even if
the call is not answered.
2. The log of that call gets erased
6
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3.	
Once installed, Pegasus can send the target’s
contacts, calendar events, phone calls on
and messages on communication apps like
WhatsApp and Telegram to the spyware’s
controller.
4.	
It could steal messages from even services
that offer encryption because it was taking
the messages before the encryption process,
according to anti-malware service Kaspersky.
5.	
The controller can also turn the phone into a
spying device by switching on its camera or
microphone.

The Targets:
1.	
Human-rights activists, lawyers, and journalists were targeted across the globe. This included several
lawyers and journalists in India.
2.	
Apple’s iOS security update 9.3.5 take care of the vulnerability exploited by Pegasus.
3. Google identified infected Android phones and disable the malware and informs the targets.

Right to life must Override Religious Sentiments: SC
Context:
1.	The Delhi Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) issued an order that no celebrations, processions
and gatherings would be allowed during the upcoming Kanwar Yatra in the Capital.
2. Earlier, the state government of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh has also cancelled the Kanwar Yatra
3.	
It was on the backdrop of Supreme Court judgement in which it said , “Health of the citizenry of
India and the right to life are paramount. All other sentiments, albeit religious, are subservient to this
basic fundamental right”

Kanwar Yatra
1. It is an annual pilgrimage of devotees of Shiva
2.	
The devotees visit Hindu pilgrimage places of Haridwar, Gaumukh and Gangotri in Uttarakhand and
Sultanganj in Bihar to fetch holy waters of Ganges River
3.	
Kanwar Yatra is named after the kanvar, a single pole (usually made of bamboo) with two roughly
equal loads fastened or dangling from opposite ends.
4. The kanvar is carried by balancing the middle of the pole on one or both shoulders.
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Concerns:
1. Risk to public health during massive religious gatherings in the midst of a pandemic
2. large gatherings posed a major risk, amidst fears and expectations of a third wave.
3. Right to life

Learnings:
1. Th
 e pandharpur yatra in Maharashtra in which every year lakhs of warkaris participate is performed
by few warkaris carrying Padukas (footprints) in a vehicle on the same route as maintained by the
warkaris
2.	
This practice can be one of the solution which can be applied to other such yatra giving priority to
right to life over religious sentiments

New Domicile Rules in J&K
Context:
The J&K administration has rolled out the process to issue domicile certificates to the spouses of erstwhile
State subjects who have a domicile certificate, which will allow husbands of women married outside to
acquire the documents for the first time.
8

www.yojanaias.com

What does the order say?
1. In exercise of the powers conferred by provision to Article 309 of the Constitution of India read
with Section of the J&K Civil Service (Decentralization and recruitment) Act, 2010, the government
hereby grants domicile certificates to spouse of a domicile.
2. Th
 ose persons and their children who have resided for 15 years in J&K, or have studied for seven
years and appeared in the Class X or XII exam in an educational institution in the UT, are eligible for
grant of domicile

Method
1. The government has authorized tahsildars to issue such certificates against “valid proof of marriage”.
2. A deputy commissioner will be the appellate authority for the same

Inferences
1.	
Two to three lakh people, made up of refugees from Pakistan, sanitary workers resettled from other
parts of India and Gorkhas who arrived as soldiers before Independence will get a relief
2. changes will enable many others currently living in J&K to get domicile and associated rights.

Concerns
1. New domicile rules will lead to a huge influx into the region
2. Dispossession of land and a shrinking of economic opportunities for local people

RBI bans Mastercard from issuing new cards in India
Context
According to the RBI, the U.S. card-issuer has failed to comply with the local data storage rules announced
by the central bank in 2018.

RBI’s data Localization Policy
1.	Card companies such as Visa, Mastercard, and American Express to store all Indian customer data
locally
2. Companies required to comply with these rules within six months.
3.	
Reason: Local storage of consumer data is necessary to protect the privacy of Indian users and also
to address national security concerns

Developments
1. Mastercard, Visa and other foreign card companies have lobbied to dilute the rules.
2. RBI banned Mastercard from issuing new cards to customers from July 22.
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3.	Recently, American Express and Diners Club
International were also banned by the RBI
from issuing new cards after they failed to
comply with the 2018 circular.
4.	
Exception: Existing Mastercard customers,
however, can continue to use their cards.
5.	
Indian banks that are currently enrolled
in the Mastercard network are expected to
make alternative arrangements with other
card companies.

Concerns
1. Individual Privacy concerns
2. Data ownership

Mekong-Ganga Cooperation
Context:
1. India Co-chaired the 11th Mekong-Ganga Cooperation meeting.

About
Mekong-Ganga Cooperation
1. Th
 e Mekong–Ganga Cooperation (MGC) was established on November 10, 2000, at Vientiane, Laos
at the First MGC Ministerial Meeting.
2. It comprises six member countries, namely India, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.
3. The priority areas of cooperation are tourism, culture, education, and transportation.
4. The name of the organization comes from the Ganga and the Mekong, two large rivers in the region.

How do they work?
The working mechanism for MGC consists of the Annual Ministerial Meeting, the Senior Official’s
Meeting, and the five Working Groups.

Take away from the Meeting
1. T
 o have a multi dimensional engagement to fight against the pandemic and Covid virus which doesn’t
respect national boundaries.
2. p
 romote connectivity in the region in the broadest sense of the term including not just physical, but
also digital, economic, and people-to-people connectivity.
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India benefits from MGC.
1. Connectivity to North East Region of India
2. Act East policy to get a boost
3. China dominance can be tackle effectively using the group in a cooperative way.

Bills on Agriculture Reforms
Context:
Farmers are protesting in a parallel Kisan sansad outside the parliament
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About the different farm Bills
1.	
Three Bills on agriculture reforms – The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020; The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill, 2020 and The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020
2.	
The bill aims at opening up agricultural sale and marketing outside the notified Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC) mandis for farmers, removes barriers to inter-State trade and provides
a framework for electronic trading of agricultural produce. It prohibits State governments from
collecting market fee, cess or levy for trade outside the APMC markets.
3.	The bill relates to contract farming, providing a framework on trade agreements for the sale and
purchase of farm produce

Issues
1.	
Cooperative federalism: Since agriculture and markets are State subjects – entry 14 and 28 respectively
in List II – the ordinances are being seen as a direct encroachment upon the functions of the States
and against the spirit of cooperative federalism enshrined in the Constitution
2.	
Dismantling of the monopoly of the APMCs is seen as a sign of ending the assured procurement of
food grains at minimum support prices (MSP).
3. private corporate houses could lead to farmer exploitation.
4.	
It may lead to exporters, processors and traders hoarding farm produce during the harvest season,
when prices are generally lower, and releasing it later when prices increase.

Learnings
1. Idea of peaceful protest in a democratic setup.

China Tibet Relation
Context:
Xi Jinping visits Tibet border region, first by Chinese leader in years

Details:
1. Places visited by China’s President Xi Jinping
1.	Nyingchi, a town near the border with India’s Arunachal Pradesh to inspect the newly built
Sichuan-Tibet railway
2.	
Nyang river bridge to inspect the Yarlung Zangbo river, or Brahmaputra river; the Nyang is its
second largest tributary
3. Lhasa and the Potala Palace
12
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Background:
1.	
China started operating the first bullet train line in Tibet, linking Lhasa to Nyingchi near the border
with Arunachal Pradesh.
2.	
The 435-km line has a designed speed of 160 kilometres per hour and connects the capital city of the
Tibet Autonomous Region to the border city of Nyingchi with a travel time of three and a half hours.

Implications
1. Development in Tibet region
2. Concerns for Tibet as they view this step as complete take over through economic development
3. Concern for India as it is very close to Indian border

One China policy
1.	In 1914, the Tibetan representatives, along with the Chinese signed the Shimla convention with
British India that delineated boundaries.
2.	
However, after China’s full accession of Tibet in 1950, that China repudiated the convention and the
McMahon line that divided the two countries.
3.	
In 1954, India signed an agreement with China, agreeing to recognize Tibet as “Tibet region of
China”

India’s Stand
1.	In 1959, the Dalai Lama fled to India, PM Nehru gave him and Tibetan refugees shelter, and they set
up the Tibetan government in exile, which continues to hold elections.
2.	
The official Indian policy is that the Dalai Lama is a spiritual leader, and the Tibetan community in
India, with more than a lakh exiles, is not allowed to undertake any political activity.
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Microplastics
Context
Microplastics pollution in the Ganga

Details:
1.	
An analysis of the stretches of the river Ganga by Delhi-based environment NGO Toxics Link has
revealed pollution by microplastics, defined as synthetic solid particles sized ranging 1 micrometre
(μm) to 5 millimeter (mm), which are insoluble in water

2.	
he highest concentration of such plastic was found at Varanasi, comprising single-use and secondary
plastic products
3.	
The shapes and nature of the observed resins ranged from fibres to fragments, films and beads.
Fragments were the predominant shape in all locations, followed by film and fibre.
4. Microbeads were observed. The most frequent size range observed in all the samples was <300µm.

About Microplastics
1. Microplastics are recognized as a major source of marine pollution.
2.	
Untreated sewage from many cities along the river’s course, industrial waste and religious offerings
wrapped in non-degradable plastics pile pollutants into the river as it flows through several densely
populated cities.
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3.	
The plastic products and waste materials released or dumped in the river break down and are
eventually broken down into micro particles and the river finally transports significantly large
quantities downstream into the ocean, which is the ultimate sink of all plastics being used by humans.

Microbeads
1. Microbeads are the tiny colourful pellets found in face wash, body scrubs and toothpaste
2.	
These microbeads, which are a form of plastic, are one millimetre (or less) in size. These tiny particles,
often found in cosmetics and skincare products, are washed down the sink, escape the filtration
process at wastewater treatment plants and end up in oceans.
3. Eventually, they are ingested by marine organisms.
BY RAHUL NAGAR

Secrecy of vote a must in any Election: Supreme Court
Context:
The Supreme Court dismissed an appeal of men convicted for rioting at a poll booth in Jharkhand.

Details of the Judgement
1.	
The Supreme Court held that in any election, be it to Parliament or State legislature, the maintenance
of secrecy of voting is “a must”

About Secrecy, Election and Democracy
1. Secrecy is a part of the fundamental right of freedom of expression
2. The confidentiality of choice strengthened democracy
3. Booth capturing and/or bogus voting should be dealt with iron hands, because it affects the rule of
law and democracy
4. Democracy and free elections are a part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution
5. The essence of the electoral system should be to ensure freedom of voters to exercise their free choice

Basic Structure Doctrine
1.	The basic structure doctrine is a common law legal doctrine that the constitution of a sovereign state
has certain characteristics that cannot be erased by its legislature
2. I n Kesavananda Bharati case, Supreme Court propounded that the Constitution of India has certain
basic features that cannot be altered or destroyed through amendments by the Parliament of India.
3. K
 ey among these “basic features” are the fundamental rights guaranteed to individuals by the
constitution.
4.	
The doctrine thus forms the basis of the power of the Supreme Court of India to review and strike
down constitutional amendments and acts enacted by the Parliament which conflict with or seek to
alter this “basic structure” of the Constitution.
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5.	
The basic features of the Constitution have not been explicitly defined by the Judiciary, and the claim
of any particular feature of the Constitution to be a “basic” feature is determined by the Court in each
case that comes before it.

India sets up bad bank to Reduce debt
Burden, free up Lenders
Context:
The Government has launched a Bad Bank with all the regulatory approvals in place.
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Bad Bank
•
•

A bad bank conveys the impression that it will function as a bank but has bad assets to start with.
It is an asset reconstruction company (ARC) or an asset management company
1. Takes over the bad loans of commercial banks
2. Manages them
3. Recovers the money over a period of time.

•

It helps commercial banks clean up their balance sheets and resolve bad loans. Such a bank is not
involved in lending and taking deposits

Worldwide example
US-based BNY Mellon Bank created the first bad bank in 1988

Need for such a bad bank
•
•
•
•

The idea gained currency during Rajan’s tenure as RBI Governor.
The RBI had then initiated an asset quality review (AQR) of banks and found that several banks had
suppressed or hidden bad loans to show a healthy balance sheet.
However, the idea remained on paper amid lack of consensus on the efficacy of such an institution.
ARCs have not made any impact in resolving bad loans due to many procedural issues.

Benefits
1. The continuous problem of NPAs can be tackled nicely.
2. Government presence mean speedy clean up
3. The world wide example has shown its success.
–BY RAHUL NAGRE
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