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Andhra Pradesh-Telangana Water Dispute
Context:
•
•
•

Andhra Pradesh has complained to the Krishna River Management Board about the drawing of
water from the Srisailam Project by Telangana for power generation.
The KRMB, in its recent orders, had asked Telangana to stop power generation. The tension has
emerged over defiance of orders of the KRBM by Telangana Government.
Amid escalating tensions, the Police forces were deployed at various hydel power projects in
bordering districts of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

About:
Dispute:
•
•

•

•
•

•

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh share a stretch of the Krishna and the Godavari and own their
tributaries.
Both states have proposed several new projects without getting clearance from the river boards,
the Central Water Commission, and the Apex Council, as mandated by the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014.
The Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014mandates for the constitution of an Apex Council by
the Central Government for the supervision of the functioning of the Godavari River Management
Board and Krishna River Management Board.
The Apex Council comprises the Union Water Resources Minister and the Chief Ministers of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
The Andhra Pradesh government’s proposal to increase the utilization of the Krishna water from a
section of the river above the Srisailam Reservoir led to the Telangana government filing a complaint
against Andhra Pradesh.
The Srisailam reservoir is constructed across the Krishna River in Andhra Pradesh. It is located in
the theNallamala hills.

2

www.yojanaias.com

•

The Andhra Pradesh government retaliated with its own complaints saying that PalamuruRangareddy, Dindi Lift Irrigation Schemeson the Krishna river and Kaleshwaram, Tupakulagudem
schemes and a few barrages proposed across the Godavari are all new projects.

Inter-State River Water Disputes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Article 262 of the Constitution provides for the adjudication of inter-state water disputes.
Under this, Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint about
the use, distribution, and control of waters of any inter-state river and river valley.
Parliament may also provide that neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to exercise
jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or complaint.
The Parliament has enacted two laws, the River Boards Act (1956) and the Inter-State Water Disputes
Act (1956).
TheRiver Boards Act provides for the establishment of river boards by the Central government for
the regulation and development of inter-state river and river valleys.
A River Board is established at the request of state governments concerned to advise them.
The Inter-State Water Disputes Act empowers the Central government to set up an ad hoc tribunal
for the adjudication of a dispute between two or more states with the waters of an inter-state river
or river valley.
The decision of the tribunal is final and binding on the parties to the dispute.
Neither the Supreme Court nor any other courts have jurisdiction regarding any water dispute that
may be referred to such a tribunal under this Act.
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Forex Reserves
Context:
•
•

According to the recent data from the Reserve bank of India, India’s Foreign Exchange (Forex)
reserves surged by $ 5 billion to $ 609 billion in the week ended 25th June 2021.
An increase in the Foreign Currency Assets (FCA) is the major component of overall reserves.

About:
Changes in forex Reserves Holdings:
•
•
•
•

FCA rose by $ 4.7 billion to $ 566 billion.
Gold reserves rose by $ 365 million to $ 36.296 billion.
The special drawing rights (SDRs)with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) remained unchanged
at $1.498 billion.
The country’s reserve position with the IMF increased marginally by $ 1 million to $ 4.965 billion
in the week.

Foreign Exchange Reserves:
•
•

Foreign exchange reserves are assets held on reserve by a central bank in foreign currencies, which
can include bonds, treasury bills, and other government securities.
It needs to be noted that most foreign exchange reserves are held in US dollars.

India’s Forex Reserve include:
•
•
•
•

Foreign Currency Assets
Gold reserves
Special Drawing Rights
Reserve position with the IMF

Objectives of Holding Forex Reserves:
•

•

•

Supporting
and
maintaining
confidence in the policies for monetary
and exchange rates.
Provides the capacity to intervene
in support of the national or union
currency.
Limits external vulnerability by
maintaining foreign currency liquidity
to absorb shocks during times of
crisis or when access to borrowing is
curtailed.
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Significance of rising forex reserves:
•
•
•
•

Comfortable Position for the Government: The rising forex reserves give comfort to the
government and the RBI in managing India’s external and internal financial issues.
Managing Crisis: It serves as a cushion in the event of a Balance of payment crisis on the economic
front.
Rupee Appreciation: The rising reserves have also helped the rupee to strengthen against the dollar.
Confidence in the Market: Reserves will provide a level of confidence to markets and investors that
a country can meet its external obligations.

Foreign Currency Assets
•
•
•

FCAs are assets that are valued based on a currency other than the country’s own currency.
FCA is the largest component of the forex reserve. It is expressed in dollar terms.
The FCAs include the effect of appreciation or depreciation of non-US units like the euro, pound,
and yen held in the foreign exchange reserves.

Special Drawing Rights
•

The SDR is an international reserve asset, created by the IMF in 1969 to supplement its member
countries’ official reserves.

•

The SDR is neither a currency nor a claim on the IMF. Rather, it is a potential claim on the freely
usable currencies of IMF members. SDRs can be exchanged for these currencies.

•

The value of the SDR is calculated from a weighted basket of major currencies, including the US
dollar, the euro, Japanese yen, Chinese yuan, and the British pound.

•

The interest rate on SDRs or (SDR) is the interest paid to members on their SDR holdings.

•

Reserve Position in the International Monetary Fund

•

A reserve tranche position implies a portion of the required quota of currency each member country
must provide to the IMF that can be utilized for its own purposes.

•

The reserve tranche is basically an emergency account that IMF members can access any time
without agreeing to conditions or paying a service fee.

Last Ice Area
Context:
The ‘Last Ice Area’ (LIA), located in the Arctic’s Ice north of Greenland, has started melting earlier
than what the scientists had expected.

About:
Last Ice Area:
•

This region is located north of Greenland and Ellesmere Islandin the Canadian territory of Nunavut.
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•
•
•

This area was believed to bestrong enough to withstand global warming.
Thetotal disappearance of summer ice in the Arctic was estimated by the year 2040, however the
‘Last Ice Area’ was the exception.
World wildlife fund (WWF)-Canada was believed to be the first to call this area the ‘Last Ice Area’.

Importance:
•
•
•
•

It was thought to be able to help ice-dependent speciesas ice in the surrounding areas melted away.
It is used by polar bears to hunt for sealswho use ice to build dens for their offspring. Walruses too,
use the surface of the ice for foraging (to search for food).
Sea ice is a highway for inuit,who use it to travel and hunt.
Theterm Inuit refers broadly to the Arctic indigenous population of Alaska, Canada, and Greenland.

Reasons for Melting:
•
•

About80% of thinning can be attributed to weather-related factors such as winds that break up and
move the ice around.
The remaining 20%can be attributed to longer-term thinning of the ice due to global warming.

About Arctic:
•
•
•
•

The Arctic is a polar regionlocated at the northernmost part of Earth.
The Arctic consists ofthe Arctic Ocean, adjacent seas, and parts of Alaska (United States), Canada,
Finland, Greenland (Denmark), Iceland, Norway, Russia, and Sweden.
Land within the Arctic region has seasonally varying snow and ice cover.
Since 2013,India has had observer status in the Arctic Council, which is the predominant intergovernmental forum for cooperation on the environmental and development aspects of the Arctic.

Impact of Melting Arctic Ice:
•

•

•
•
•

Global Climate: The Arctic and Antarctic act like the world’s refrigerator. Since they are covered
in white snow and ice that reflect heat back into space (Albedo effect), they balance out other parts
of the world that absorb heat.
Coastal Communities: Global average sea level has risen by about 7-8 inches since 1900, and it’s
getting worse. Rising seas endanger coastal cities and small island nations by exacerbating coastal
flooding and storm surge.
Food Security: Polar Vortexes, increased heat waves , and unpredictability of weather caused by ice
loss are already causing significant damage to crops on which global food systems depend.
Permafrost & Global Warming: Permafrost in the Arctic region (ground that is permanently frozen)
stores large amounts of methane, which is a greenhouse gas that contributes to climate change.
Biodiversity Threat: Melting of the Arctic ice puts the Arctic region’s vibrant biodiversity under
serious threat.

India’s interests in Arctic:
Recently, India participated in the 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial and shared plans for research and
ling-term cooperation in the Arctic Region.
6
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Fly Ash
Context:
•

•

National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited has invited Expression of Interest (EOI) for
sale of fly ash, in its endeavour to achieve 100% utilization of fly ash, from the designated plants of
the Middle East and other regions.
Fly Ash is a byproduct from burning of coal in the thermal power generation.

About:
Fly Ash:
•
•
•

It is called fly ash because it is transported from the combustion chamber by exhaust gases.
It is collected from the exhaust gases by electrostatic precipitators or bag filters.
An electrostatic precipitator (ESP) is defined as a filtration device that is used to remove fine particles
like smoke and fine dust from the flowing gas.
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•

It is the commonly used device for air pollution control.

Composition:
•

Fly ash includes substantial amounts of silicon dioxide (SiO2), aluminium oxide (Al2O3), ferric
oxide (Fe2O3) and calcium oxide (CaO).

Properties:
•
•
•
•
•

Resemble Portland cement but is chemically different.
Portland cement is a binding material in the form of a finely ground powder that is manufactured
by burning and grinding a mixture of limestone and clay.
Its chemical composition includes calcium silicates, calcium aluminate and calcium aluminoferrite.
Exhibit cementitious properties.
A cementitious material is one that hardens when mixed with water.

Uses:
•

It is used in concrete and cement products, road base, metal recovery, and mineral filler among
others.

Harmful Effects:
•
•
•

Fly ash particles are toxic air pollutants. They can trigger heart disease, cancer, respiratory diseases
and stroke.
When combined with water they cause leaching of heavy metals in ground water.
It also pollutes the soil, and affects the root development system of trees.

Fly Ash Utilisation:
•
•

NTPC has collaborated with Cement manufacturers around the country to supply Fly Ash.
To promote the use of Fly Ash bricks in building construction, NTPC has set up Fly Ash brick
manufacturing Plants at its Coal based Thermal Power Plants.
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•

These bricks are being utilized in Plants as well as township construction activities exclusively.

•

On average, 60 million Fly Ash bricks are being manufactured annually by NTPCs own Fly Ash
brick Plants.

•

As per the MoEF&CC directives, NTPC stations must keep at least 20% of total Fly Ash produced
in reserve for the issue to Fly Ash brick/blocks/tiles manufacturers and issuing Fly Ash free of cost
to them.

•

About 9% of the total Fly Ash produced in NTPCs stations, is being utilized by Fly Ash bricks/
blocks and tiles manufacturing units annually.

•

During the year 2020-21, almost 15 NTPC stations supplied Fly Ash to various Road projects and
Ash utilization crossed by nearly 20 million tonnes.

•

Over the last five years the fly ash utilisation has grown up by 80% in the country.

•

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) has focused on new construction technologies such as using
fly ash bricks that are innovative, and environmentally friendly.

•

Even state governments have come out with their Fly ash utilization policies, e.g. Maharashtra was
the first state to adopt the policy.

•

A web portal for monitoring of fly ash generation and utilization and a mobile based application
titled “ASHTRACK” has been launched by the Government.

•

GST rates on fly ash and its products have been reduced to 5%

Output Pact: OPEC+
Context:
Recently, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) pushed back against a plan by the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC+) Plus group to extend the global pact to cut oil production
beyond April 2022.

About:
The Output Pact & Fluctuating Oil Price:
•

•
•
•

The OPEC+ group of countries had, in April 2020, entered into a two-year agreement (Output
Pact), which entailed steep cuts in crude production to deal with a sharp fall in the price of oil as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The price of Brent crude hit an 18-year low of under USD 20 per barrel in April 2020 as economic
activity around the world crashed as countries dealt with the pandemic.
In November 2020, the prices started rising and in July 2021, they were USD 76.5 per barrel mainly
due to the steady rollout of vaccination programmes around the world.
OPEC+, however, maintained lower levels of production despite crude oil prices reaching pre-Covid
levels, with Saudi Arabia, notably, announcing a further cut in production of 1 million barrels per
day for the February-to-April period, which helped boost rising prices even further.
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•
•

The OPEC+ group ran into sharp criticism from developing economies, including India, for
deliberately maintaining low supply levels to raise prices.
In April, OPEC+ agreed to gradually increase crude production, including a phased end to Saudi
Arabia’s 1 million barrel per day cut in production by July.

UAE’s Objection:
•

•
•

•

UAE agreed that there was a need to increase crude oil production from August 2021, but did not
agree to a condition by the OPEC Joint Ministerial Monitoring Committee (JMMC) that the twoyear production agreement be extended by six months.
The UAE’s key objection to the existing agreement is the reference output used to calculate the total
production apportioned to each oil-exporting country.
The baseline production level reference used in the current agreement was not reflective of the
UAE’s production capacity and, therefore, led to the UAE being apportioned a lower share of total
production of crude oil.
UAE would be open to extending the agreement if baseline production levels were reviewed to be
fair to all parties.

Impact of OPEC+ conflict on India:
1. Delayed Relief:
If the UAE and other OPEC+ nations do not reach an agreement to increase production in August,
expected relief in the form of lower crude oil prices could be delayed.
2. High Domestic Prices:
India is currently facing record-high prices of petrol and diesel. High crude prices have led to Indian oil
marketing companies hiking the price of petrol by about 19.3% and that of diesel by about 21% since the
beginning of 2021.
3. Slow Recovery:
The high price of crude oil was slowing down the economic recovery of developing economies post the
pandemic.
4. Inflation:
The high prices might also increase the Current Account Deficit and put inflationary pressure on the
Indian economy.

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
•
•
•

It is a permanent, intergovernmental organization, created at the Baghdad Conference in 1960, by
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela.
It aims to manage the supply of oil in an effort to set the price of oil in the world market, in order
to avoid fluctuations that might affect the economies of both producing and purchasing countries.
Headquarter: Vienna, Austria.
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Membership:
•
•

OPEC membership is open to any country that is a substantial exporter of oil and which shares the
ideals of the organization.
OPEC has a total of 14 Member Countries viz. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Republic of Congo, Angola,
Ecuador and Venezuela are members of OPEC.

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries Plus
•
•

It is a loosely affiliated entity consisting of the OPEC members and 10 of the world’s major nonOPEC oil-exporting nations which are:
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan.

India Joins OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework Tax Deal
Context:
India and the majority of the members of OECD-G20 Inclusive Framework on Base Erosion and Profit
Shifting (BEPS) have joined a new two-pillar plan to reform international taxation rules.
The two-pillar plan – inclusive framework tax deal on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS)– seeks
to reform international tax rules and ensure that multinational enterprises pay their fair share wherever
they operate.

About:
Inclusive Framework Tax Deal
•

The signatories of the plan amounted to 130 countries and jurisdictions,representing more than
90% of global GDP.
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•
•
•

The new framework seeks to address the tax challengesarising from the digitalisation of economies.
It also seeks to address concerns over cross-border profit shiftingand bring in subject-to-tax rule to
stop treaty shopping.
Treaty shopping is an attempt by a person to indirectly access the benefits of a tax treaty between
two countries without being a resident of any of those.

Two Pillar Plan:
Pillar One:
•
•

•

It will ensure a fairer distribution of profits and taxing rightsamong countries with respect to the
largest MNEs, including digital companies.
It would re-allocate some taxing rights over MNEs from their home countries to the markets where
they have business activities and earn profits, regardless of whether firms have a physical presence
there.
According to OECD, more than USD 100 billion of profit are expected to be reallocated to market
jurisdictions each year.

Pillar Two:
•
•
•

It is about minimum tax and subject-to-tax rules(All sources of income liable to tax without taking
account of tax allowances).
It seeks to put a minimum standard tax rate among countries through a global minimum corporate
tax rate,currently proposed at 15%.
This is expected to generate an additional USD 150 billionin tax revenues.

Significance:
•

It will ensure that large multinational companies pay their fair share of tax everywhere.
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•

The two-pillar package will provide much-needed support to governments needing to raise
necessary revenues to repair their budgets and their balance sheets while investing in essential
public services, infrastructure and the measures necessary to help optimise the strength and the
quality of the post-Covid recovery.

India’s Stand:
•

India will have to roll back the equalization levy that it imposes on companies such as Google,
Amazon and Facebook when the global tax regime is implemented.

•

It is aimed at taxing foreign companies which have a significant local client base in India but are
billing them through their offshore units, effectively escaping the country’s tax system.

•

The levy at 6% has been in force since 2016 on payment exceeding Rs 1 lakh a year to a non-resident
service provider for online advertisements.

•

India favours a wider application of the lawto ensure that the country won’t collect less under the
proposed framework than it gets through the equalisation levy.

•

India is in favour of a consensus solution which is simple to implement and simple to comply with.

•

The solution should result in allocation of meaningful and sustainable revenueto market jurisdictions,
particularly for developing and emerging economies.
The Two Pillar Plan justifies India’s standfor a greater share of profits for the markets and consideration
of demand side factors in profit allocation.

•

Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS)
•
•
•
•
•

BEPS is a term used to describe tax planning strategies that exploit mismatches and gaps that exist
between the tax rules of different jurisdictions.
It is done tominimize the corporation tax that is payable overall, by either making tax profits
‘disappear’ or shift profits to low tax jurisdictions where there is little or no genuine activity.
In general BEPS strategies arenot illegal; rather they take advantage of different tax rules operating
in different jurisdictions.
BEPS is of major significancefor developing countries due to their heavy reliance on corporate
income tax, particularly from multinational enterprises (MNEs).
The BEPS initiative is an OECD initiative, approved by the G20, to identify ways of providing more
standardised tax rules globall

The New Ministry of Co-operation
Context:
Recently, a separate ‘Ministry of Co-operation’ has been created by the Central Government for realizing
the vision of ‘Sahkar se Samriddhi’ (Prosperity through Cooperation) and to give a new push to the
cooperative movement.
The Government has signaled its deep commitment to community based developmental partnership. It
also fulfils the budget announcement made by the Finance Minister in 2021.
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About:
Significance of Ministry of Co-operation:
•

•

•

It will provide a separate administrative,
legal and policy framework for
strengthening the cooperative movement
in the country.
It will help deepen Co-operatives as a true
people based movement reaching up to the
grassroots.
It will work to streamline processes for
‘Ease of doing business” ’for co-operatives
and enable development of Multi-State Cooperatives (MSCS).

‘Co-operatives’:
•

•
•
•
•

According to the International Labor Organization (ILO), a cooperative is an autonomous
association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social and cultural
needs and aspirations through a jointly owned and democratically controlled enterprise.
There are of cooperatives such as Consumer Cooperative Society, Producer Cooperative Society,
Credit Cooperative Society, Housing Cooperative Society and Marketing Cooperative Society.
The United Nations General Assembly had declared the year 2012 as the International Year of
Cooperatives.
India is an agricultural country and laid the foundation of World’s biggest cooperative movement
in the world.
In India, a Co-operative based economic development model is very relevant where each member
works with a spirit of responsibility.

Constitutional Provisions Related to Cooperatives:
•
•

•

The Constitution (97th Amendment) Act, 2011 added a new Part IXB right after Part IXA
(Municipals) regarding the cooperatives working in India.
The word “cooperatives” was added after “unions and associations” in Article 19(1)(c) under Part
III of the Constitution. This enables all the citizens to form cooperatives by giving it the status of
fundamental right of citizens.
A new Article 43B was added in the DPSP (Part IV) regarding the “promotion of cooperative
societies”.

Importance of Cooperatives:
•
•

It provides agricultural credits and funds where state and private sectors have not been able to do
very much.
It provides strategic inputs for the agricultural-sector; consumer societies meet their consumption
requirements at concessional rates.
14
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•
•
•
•
•

It is an organization for the poor who wish to solve their problems collectively.
It softens the class conflicts and reduces the social cleavages.
It reduces the bureaucratic evils and follies of political factions;
It overcomes the constraints of agricultural development;
It creates a conducive environment for small and cottage industries.

Challenges:
1. Mismanagement and Manipulation:
•	A hugely large membership turns out to be mismanaged unless some secure methods are
employed to manage such co-operatives.
•	In the elections to the governing bodies, money became such a powerful tool that the top
posts of chairman and vice-chairman usually went to the richest farmers who manipulated the
organization for their benefits.
2. Lack of Awareness:
•	People are not well informed about the objectives of the Movement, rules and regulations of cooperative institutions.
3. Restricted Coverage:
•	Most of these societies are confined to a few members and their operations extended to only one
or two villages.
4. Functional Weakness:
•	The Co-operative Movement has suffered from inadequacy of trained personnel.

Way Forward
•
•
•
•

New areas are emerging with the advancement of technology and cooperative societies can play a
huge role in making people familiar with those areas and technologies.
Principle of the cooperative movement is to unite everyone, even while remaining anonymous. The
cooperative movement has the capacity to solve people’s problems.
However, there are irregularities in cooperatives and to check them there have to be rules and
stricter implementation.
To strengthen the cooperatives there should be market linkages for agricultural farmers as well as
cooperative societies.

Issue of Marine Plastic
Context:
According to the Central Pollution Control Boards (CPCB) Annual Report on Implementing the Plastic
Waste Management Rules, 2016, the plastic waste generated in 2018-19 was 3.3 million tones per year
(roughly 9,200 tones per day).
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About:
Marine Plastic:
•

•
•
•

Plastic is a synthetic organic polymer made from petroleum with properties ideally suited for
a wide variety of applications, including packaging, building and construction, household and
sports equipment, vehicles, electronics and agriculture. Plastic is cheap, lightweight, strong and
malleable.
Over 300 million tons of plastic are produced every year, half of which is used to design single-use
items such as shopping bags, cups and straws.
Only 9% of plastic waste is recycled. Approximately 12% is burnt, while 79% has accumulated in
landfills.
According to the IUCN, at least 8 million tons of plastic end up in the oceans every year.

Sources of Marine Plastic:
•

The main sources of marine plastic are land-based, from urban and storm runoff, sewer overflows,
beach visitors, inadequate waste disposal and management, industrial activities, construction and
illegal dumping.

•

Ocean-based plastic originates mainly from the fishing industry, nautical activities and aquaculture.

•

Under the influence of solar UV radiation, wind, currents and other natural factors, plastic fragments
into small particles, termed microplastics (particles smaller than 5 mm) or nanoplastics (particles
smaller than 100 nm).
16
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•

In addition, microbeads, a type of microplastic, are very tiny pieces of manufactured polyethylene
plastic that are added as exfoliants in health and beauty products, such as cleansers and toothpastes.
These tiny particles easily pass through water filtration systems and end up in the ocean and lakes.

Concerns of Marine Plastic Waste:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Plastic waste blocks our sewers, threatening marine life and generating health risks for residents in
landfills or the natural environment.
The financial costs of marine plastic pollution are significant as well.
According to a forecast made in March 2020, the direct harm to the blue economy of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations will be USD 2.1 billion per year.
Enormous social costs accompany these economic costs. Residents of coastal regions suffer from
the harmful health impacts of plastic pollution and waste brought in by the tides.
Boats may become entangled in abandoned or discarded fishing nets or their engines may become
blocked with plastic debris.
It can create problems for industries such as Shipping, fisheries and aquaculture and maritime
tourism which affect livelihood of the coastal community.

Steps Taken So Far:
•

•

GloLitter Partnerships Project:
▶

It is launched by the International maritime Organization IMO and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and . initial funding from the Government of
Norway.

▶

Aim: To prevent and reduce marine plastic litter from shipping and fisheries.

▶

It will also assist developing countries in reducing marine litter, including plastic litter, from
within the maritime transport and fisheries sectors, and to decrease the use of plastics in these
industries.

▶

Also assist in identifying opportunities to reuse and recycle plastics.

▶

30 countries including India have joined this global initiative to tackle marine litter.

▶

World Environment Day, 2018hosted in India, the world leaders vowed to “Beat Plastic
Pollution” & eliminate its use completely.

Specific to India:
▶

Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016state that every local body has to be responsible for
setting up infrastructure for segregation, collection, processing, and disposal of plastic waste.

▶

Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules 2018introduced the concept of Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR).

▶

Ban on single use plastics in a bid to free India of single-use plastics by 2022.

Solutions:
•

Designing a product: Identifying plastic items that can be replaced with non-plastic, recyclable, or
biodegradable materials is the first step.
17

www.yojnaias.com

•

Countries must embrace circular and sustainable economic practices throughout the plastics value
chain to accomplish this.

•

Pricing: Plastics are inexpensive which provide fewer economic incentives to employ recycled
plastics. Balancing price structure with environmental health should be a priority.

•

Technologies and Innovation: Developing tools and technology to assist governments in measuring
and monitoring plastic garbage in cities.

•

India should start projects like the ‘Closing the loop’ project of the United Nations Economics and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific which assists cities in developing more inventive policy
solutions to tackle the problem.

•

Promoting a plastic-free workplaces All single-use goods can be replaced with reusable items or
more sustainable single-use alternatives.

•

Producer responsibility: Extended responsibility can be applied in the retail (packaging) sector,
where producers are responsible for collecting and recycling products that they launch into the
market.

•

Municipal and community actions: Beach and river clean-ups, public awareness campaigns and
disposable plastic bag bans and levies.

•

Multi-stakeholder collaboration: Government ministries at the national and local levels must
collaborate in the development, implementation and oversight of policies related to plastic waste
management.

Open Network for Digital Commerce
Context:
The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade has issued orders appointing an advisory
committee for its Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) project that is aimed at curbing “digital
monopolies”.
This is in the direction of making e- commerce processes open source, thus creating a platform that
can be utilized by all online retailers.
Earlier, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs released draft e-commerce rules for consumer protection
which seek to bring changes to how e-commerce marketplaces, including Amazon and Flipkart, operate
after small businesses complained that they misuse market dominance and deep-discounting to gain an
unfair advantage.

About:
Open Network for Digital Commerce
•
•

The ONDC aims at promoting open networks developed on open-sourced methodology, using
open specifications and open network protocols, independent on any specific platform.
The project to integrate e-commerce platforms through a network based on open-source technology
has been tasked to the Quality Council of India
18
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•
•
•

Implementation of ONDC, which is expected to be on the lines of UPI could bring various
operational aspects put in place by e-commerce platforms to the same level.
Various operational aspects include onboarding of sellers, vendor discovery, price discovery and
product cataloguing etc.
On ONDC, buyers and sellers may transact irrespective of the fact that they are attached to one
specific e-commerce portal.

Significance:
•
•
•
•

If the ONDC gets implemented and mandated, it would mean that all e-commerce companies will
have to operate using the same processes (like Android Based Mobile Devices).
This could give a huge booster shot to smaller online retailers and new entrants.
If mandated, this could be problematic for larger e-commerce companies, which have their own
processes and technology deployed for these segments of operations.
ONDC is expected to digitize the entire value chain, standardize operations, promote inclusion of
suppliers, derive efficiency in logistics and enhance value for consumers.

Meaning of Open-Source:
•
•
•

Making a software or a process open-source means that the code or the steps of that process is made
available freely for others to use, redistribute and modify it.
For example, while the operating system of Apple’s iPhones (iOS) is closed source, meaning it
cannot be legally modified or reverse engineered,
Google’s Android operating system is open-source, and therefore it is possible by smartphone
manufacturers such as Samsung, Xiaomi, OnePlus, etc to modify it for their hardware.

Tele-Law
Context:
Recently, the Justice Department commemorated the milestone of crossing 9 lakh beneficiaries under its
Tele-Law programme through Common Service Centres.

Common Service Centre programme is an initiative of the Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY),
that serves as the access points for delivery of various electronic services to villages in India, thereby
contributing to a digitally and financially inclusive society.
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About:
Tele-Law
•
•
•

•

It was launched by the Ministry of Law and Justice in collaboration with the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY) in 2017to address cases at the pre–litigation stage.
It is presently operating in 633 districts(including 115 Aspirational Districts across 34 States/UTs
through a network of 50,000 CSCs.
Under this programme, smart technology of video conferencing, telephone/instant calling facilities
available at the vast network of Common Service Centers at the Panchayat level are used to connect
the indigent, down-trodden, vulnerable, unreached groups and communities with the Panel Lawyers
for seeking timely and valuable legal advice.
Even though the Tele-law programme is technology driven, its success is dependent on the working
of field functionaries comprising Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs), Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs),
State Coordinators and Panel Lawyers.

Benefits:
•

•

•

It enables anyone to seek legal advice without wasting precious time and money. The service is free
for those who are eligible for free legal Aid as mentioned under Section 12 of the Legal Services
Authority Act, 1987. For all others a nominal fee is charged.
According to a recent report titled ‘Quality f Legal Representation: An Empirical Analysis of Free
Legal Aid Services is in India’, the majority of the people who are entitled to the free legal aid system
see the service as an option only when they cannot afford a private lawyer.
Supports SDGs: It can be noted that this initiative is in line with SDG-16, which seeks to “Promote
peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and
build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”.

Authorised Economic Operators Programme
Context:
The Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC) has inaugurated the online filing of Authorised
Economic Operators Programme

Applications
The web application is designed to ensure continuous real-time and digital monitoring of physically filed
AEO applications for timely intervention and expedience.

About:
Authorised Economic Operators Programme
•

AEO is a programme (2007) under the aegis of the World Customs Organization (WCO) SAFE
Framework of Standards to secure and facilitate global trade.
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•

It aims to enhance international supply chain security and facilitate the movement of goods.

•

Under this, an entity engaged in international trade is approved by WCO as compliant with supply
chain security standards and granted AEO status.

•

An entity with an AEO status is considered a ‘secure’ trader and a reliable trading partner.

•

Benefits of AEO status include expedited clearance times, fewer examinations, improved security
and communication between supply chain partners.

•

AEO is a voluntary programme.

Indian AEO Programme:
•

The AEO Programme was introduced as a pilot project in 2011.

•

The security standards detailed in WCO SAFE Framework are the basis of the Indian AEO
programme.

•

There is a three tier AEO Status for Exporters and Importers. The three tiers are AEO T1, AEO T2,
AEO T3, where AEO T3 is the highest level of accreditation.

Aim of Indian AEO Programme:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To provide business entities with an internationally recognized certification.
To recognize business entities as “secure and reliable” trading partners.
To incentivize business entities through defined benefits that translate into savings in time and cost.
Secure supply chain from point of export to import.
Enhanced border clearance.
Reduction in dwell time and related costs.
Customs advice/assistance if trade faces unexpected issues with Customs of countries.

Benefits:
•

Safe and Compliant Business: Worldwide recognition as safe, secure and compliant business
partners in international trade.

•

Reciprocal Recognition: India gets trade facilitation by a foreign country with whom India enters
into a Mutual Recognition Agreement/Arrangement (MRA).

•

MRA is an international agreement by which
two or more countries agree to recognize one
another’s conformity assessment results (for
example certifications or test results).

•

Streamline Cargo security: It enables Indian
Customs to enhance and streamline cargo
security through close cooperation with the
principal stakeholders of the international
supply chain viz. importers, exporters,
logistics providers, custodians or terminal
operators, custom brokers and warehouse
operators.
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•

Promote Ease of Doing Business: A liberalized, simplified and rationalized AEO accreditation
process has potential to promote Ease of Doing Business and to emulate global best practices.

•

Facility of Direct Port Delivery of import Containers and/or Direct Port Entry of Export

•

It also fast tracking of refunds and adjudications.

•

The Indian AEO Programme is a game-changer. It will not only achieve ‘Make in India’ but also
substantially add to the vision and lead India to become a manufacturing and exporting powerhouse.

Council of Ministers
Context:
Recently, the Prime Minister expanded and reshuffled his Council of Ministers (COM). The Prime
Minister now has 77 ministers, nearly half of them new.

About:
Council of Ministers
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Article 74 of the Constitution deals with the status of the council of ministers while Article 75 deals
with the appointment, tenure, responsibility, qualification, oath and salaries and allowances of the
ministers.
The COM consists of three categories of ministers, namely, cabinet ministers, ministers of state, and
deputy ministers. At the top of all these ministers stands the Prime Minister.
Cabinet Ministers: These head the important ministries of the Central government like home,
defense, finance, external affairs and so forth.
Cabinet is the chief policy formulating body of the Central government.
Ministers of State: These can either be given independent charge of ministries/ departments or can
be attached to cabinet ministers.
Deputy Ministers: They are attached to the cabinet ministers or ministers of state and assist them in
their administrative, political, and parliamentary duties.
At times, the COM may also include a deputy prime minister. The deputy prime ministers are
appointed mostly for political reasons.

Constitutional Provisions:
•
•
•

Article 74 (COM to aid and advice President):The advice tendered by Ministers to the President
shall not be inquired into in any court.
The President may require the COM to reconsider such advice and the President shall act in
accordance with the advice tendered after such reconsideration.
Article 75 (Other Provisions as to Ministers):The PM shall be appointed by the President and the
other Ministers shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the PM.
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•
•
•
•

•
•

The total number of ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the COM shall not exceed 15% of
the total strength of the Lok Sabha.
This provision was added by the 91stAmendment Act of 2003.
A minister who is not a member of the Parliament (either house) for any period of six consecutive
months shall cease to be a minister.
Article 77 (Conduct of Business of the Government of India):The President shall make rules for
the more convenient transaction of the business of the Government of India, and for the allocation
among Ministers of the said business.
Article 78 (Duties of Prime Minister):To communicate to the President all decisions of the COM
relating to the administration of the affairs of the Union and proposals for legislation.
Article 88 (Rights of Ministers as Respects the Houses):Every minister shall have the right to speak
and take part in the proceedings of either House, any joint sitting of the Houses and any Committee
of Parliament of which he may be named a member. But he shall not be entitled to vote.

Responsibility of Ministers:
•

•

•

Collective Responsibility: Article 75 clearly states that the COM is collectively responsible to the
Lok Sabha. This means that all the ministers own joint responsibility to the Lok Sabha for all their
acts of omission and commission.
Individual Responsibility: Article 75 also contains the principle of individual responsibility. It
states that the ministers hold office during the pleasure of the President, which means that the
President can remove a minister even at a time when the COM enjoys the confidence of the Lok
Sabha.
However, the President removes a minister only on the advice of the Prime Minister.

Council of Ministers in States:
•

The Council of Ministers in the states is constituted and functions in the same way as the Council
of Ministers at the Centre (Article 163: COM to aid and advise Governor) and Article 164: Other
Provisions as to Ministers).
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OIC’s Proposal on India and Pakistan
Context:
Recently, the Ministry of External Affairs rejected the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC)
proposal to assist a dialogue between India and Pakistan.
Earlier in December 2020, India also rejected the criticism of its Kashmir policy by the OIC.

About:
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
•
•

•
•
•

It is the second largest intergovernmental organization after the United Nations (UN) with a
membership of 57 states.
It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It endeavors to safeguard and protect the interests
of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony among various
people of the world.
India is not a member of the OIC.
It was established upon a decision of the historical summit which took place in Rabat, Kingdom of
Morocco in September 1969.
Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

OIC’s Stand:
•
•

Offered to arrange a meeting between India and Pakistan and proposed to send a delegation to
Jammu & Kashmir in line with resolutions of the OIC council of foreign ministers.
Pakistan has repeatedly sought to raise the Kashmir issue at the OIC against the backdrop of
India’s dramatically improved relations with several key players in West Asia and in the Islamic
organisation, including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, Indonesia and
Bangladesh.

India’s Response:
•

The OIC should be watchful that their platform is not subverted by “vested interests” such as
Pakistan to interfere in internal affairs of India or for anti-India propaganda through biased and
one-sided resolutions.

India’s relationship with OIC as an Organisation:
•

At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers’ Summit in 2018, Bangladesh, the host, suggested that
India, where more than 10% of the world’s Muslims live, should be given Observer status, but
Pakistan opposed the proposal.

•

In 2019, India made its maiden appearance at the OIC Foreign Ministers’ meeting, as a “guest of
honour”.
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•

This first-time invitation was seen as a diplomatic victory for India, especially at a time of heightened
tensions with Pakistan following the Pulwama attack.

Criticism of India’s Policies by OIC:
•
•
•

•
•

It has been generally supportive of Pakistan’s stand on Kashmir, and has issued statements criticising
the alleged Indian “atrocities” in the state/Union Territory.
In 2018, the OIC General Secretariat had “expressed strong condemnation of the killing of innocent
Kashmiris by Indian forces in Indian-occupied Kashmir”.
It described the “direct shooting at demonstrators” as a “terrorist act”, and “called upon the
international community to play its role in order to reach a just and lasting solution to the conflict
in Kashmir”.
OIC has criticised the Government of India over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, and the
Babri Masjid verdict of the Supreme Court.
OIC has also criticised the Indian government for what it called “growing Islamophobia” in India.

India’s Response:
•

India has always maintained that OIC has no locus standi in matters strictly internal to India
including that of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir which is an integral and inalienable part of
India.

India’s Relationship with OIC member Countries:
•
•
•
•
•

Individually, India has good relations with almost all member nations.
Ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, especially, have improved significantly in recent years.
The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi (UAE) was a special chief guest at the 68th Republic Day celebrations
in 2017.
The OIC includes two of India’s close neighbours, Bangladesh and Maldives.
Indian diplomats say both countries privately admit that they do not want to complicate their
bilateral ties with India on Kashmir.
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