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Human-Wildlife Conflict
Context:
A report ‘A Future for All – A Need for Human-Wildlife Coexistence’ was recently released by World
Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) and UNEP.

It examined increasing human-wildlife conflict (HWC)
HWC-related killing affects more than 75% of the world’s wild cat species, as well as many other terrestrial
and marine carnivore species such as polar bears and Mediterranean monk seals, and large herbivores
such as elephants.

About:
Human-Wildlife Conflict
•

Human-wildlife conflict (HWC) refers to struggles that arise when the presence or behavior of
wildlife poses actual or perceived direct, recurring threats to human interests or needs, often leading
to disagreements between groups of people and negative impacts on people and/or wildlife.

Causes of Human-wildlife Conflict:
•

•
•

•

Lack of Protected Area: Marine and terrestrial protected areas only cover 67% globally. About 40%
of the African lion range and 70% of the African and Asian elephant ranges fall outside protected
areas.
In India, 35%tiger ranges currently lie outside protected areas.
Wildlife-borne Infections: Covid-19 pandemic – sparked by a zoonotic disease is driven by the
close association of people, their livestock, and wildlife and by the unregulated consumption of wild
animals.
With closer and more frequent and diverse contact between animals and people, the probability of
animal microbes being transferred to people increases.
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•

Urbanization: In modern times rapid urbanization and industrialization have led to the diversion
of forest land to non-forest purposes, as a result, the wildlife habitat is shrinking.

•

Transport Network: The expansion of road and rail network through forest ranges has resulted in
animals getting killed or injured in accidents on roads or railway tracks.

•

Increasing Human Population: Many human settlements coming up near the peripheries of
protected areas and encroachment in the forest lands by local people for cultivation and collection
of food and fodder etc. therefore increasing pressure on limited natural resources in the forests.

Impacts:
•

Impact on Wildlife And Ecosystems: HWC can have detrimental and permanent impacts
on ecosystems and biodiversity. People might kill animals in self-defense, or as pre-emptive or
retaliatory killings, which can drive species involved in conflict to extinction.

•

Impact on Local Communities: The most evident and direct negative impacts to people from
wildlife are injuries and the loss of lives and of livestock, crops, or other property.

•

Impact on Equity: The economic and psychological costs of living with wildlife disproportionately
fall to those who live near that wildlife, while the benefits of a species’ survival are distributed to
other communities as well.

•

Impact on Social Dynamics: When a HWC event affects a farmer, that farmer may blame the
government for protecting the perpetrator that damages crops, while a conservation practitioner
may blame industry and farmers for clearing wild habitats and creating the HWC in the first place.

•

Impact on Sustainable Development: HWC is the theme in conservation that is strongly linked
to the SGDs as biodiversity is primary to sustain the developments, even though it is not explicitly
mentioned as one.
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Solution:
•

Moving From Conflict To Coexistence: The goal of HWC management should be to enhance the
safety of people and wildlife and to create mutual benefits of coexistence.

•

Integrated and Holistic Practices: Holistic HWC management approaches allow species to survive
in areas where they otherwise would have declined or become extinct.

•

All species on our planet also are essential for maintaining ecosystem health and functions.

•

Participation: The full participation of local communities can help reduce HWC and lead to
coexistence between humans and wildlife.

Indian Scenario
•

•
•
•

India faces an increasing challenge of human wildlife conflict, which is driven by development
pressures and an increasing population, high demand for land and natural resources, resulting in
loss, fragmentation, and degradation of wildlife habitats.
These pressures intensify the interactions between people and wildlife because they often share
living space without a clear demarcation of boundaries.
In India, data from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shows that over 500
elephants were killed between 2014-15 and 2018-19,most related to human-elephant conflict.
During the same period,2,361 people were killed as a result of conflict with elephants.

Some Initiatives:
•

Advisory for Management of HWC: This has been issued by the Standing Committee of National
Board of Wildlife (SC-NBWL).

•

Empower Gram Panchayats: The advisory envisages empowering gram panchayats in dealing with
the problematic wild animals as per the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

•

Provide Insurance: Utilizing add-on coverage under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for
crop compensation against crop damage due to HWC.

•

Augmenting Fodder: Envisages augmenting fodder and water sources within the forest areas.

•

Take Proactive Measures: Prescribes inter-departmental committees at local/state level, adoption
of early warning systems, creation of barriers, dedicated circle wise Control Rooms with toll free
hotline numbers, Identification of hotspots etc.

•

Provide Instant Relief: Payment of a portion of ex-gratia as interim relief within 24 hours of the
incident to the victim/family.

State-Specific:
•

In 2018, the Uttar Pradesh government had given its in-principle approval to bring man-animal
conflict under listed disaster in the State Disaster Response Fund

•

The Uttarakhand government (2019) carried out bio-fencing by growing various species of plants
in the areas.

•

The Supreme Court (2020) affirmed the right of passage of the Elephants and the closure of resorts
in the Nilgiris elephant corridor.
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•

Odisha’s Athagarh Forest Division has started casting seed balls (or Bombs) inside different reserve
forest areas to enrich food stock for wild elephants to prevent man-elephant conflict.

Naga Peace Talks
Context:
Recently, the Nagaland Government appealed to all Naga political groups and extremist groups to
cooperate in establishing unity, reconciliation and peace in the region.
The peace process between the central government and two sets of the Naga extremist groups has
been delaying for more than 23 years.

About:
Naga People:
•

Nagas are a hill people who are estimated to number about 2.5 million(1.8 million in Nagaland, 0.6
million in Manipur and 0.1 million in Arunachal states) and living in the remote and mountainous
country between the Indian state of Assam and Burma.

•

There are also Naga groups in Burma.

•

The Nagas are not a single tribe, but an ethnic community that comprises several tribes who live in
the state of Nagaland and its neighborhood.

•

Nagas belong to the Indo-Mongoloid Family.

•

There are nineteen major Naga tribes, namely, Aos, Angamis, Changs, Chakesang, Kabuis, Kacharis,
Khain-Mangas, Konyaks, Kukis, Lothas (Lothas), Maos, Mikirs, Phoms, Rengmas, Sangtams,
Semas, Tankhuls, Yamchumgar and Zeeliang.

Background of Naga Insurgency:
•

The Naga Hills became part of British India in 1881.

•

The effort to bring scattered Naga tribes together resulted in the formation of the Naga Club in
1918.

•

The club aroused a sense of Naga nationalism.

•

The club metamorphosed into the Naga National Council (NNC) in 1946.

•

Under the leadership of Angami Zapu Phizo, the NNC declared Nagaland as an independent State
on 14thAugust, 1947, and conducted a “referendum” in May 1951 to claim that 99.9% of the Nagas
supported a “sovereign Nagaland”.

•

Nagaland achieved statehood in December 1963.Nagaland was formed out of the Naga Hills district
of Assam and the then North East Frontier Agency (NEFA) province (now Arunachal Pradesh).

•

In1975, under the Shillong Accord, some factions of NNC and NFG (Naga Federal Government)
agreed to give up arms.
5
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•

•
•

A group of about 140 members led by Thuingaleng Muivah, who was at that time in China, refused
to accept the Shillong Accord and formed the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) in
1980.
In 1988, the NSCN split into NSCN (IM) and NSCN (K)after a violent clash.
While the NNC began to fade away, and Phizo died in London in 1991, the NSCN (IM) came to be
seen as the “mother of all insurgencies” in the region.

Demands of Naga Groups:
•
•
•

The key demand of Naga groups has been a Greater Nagalim(sovereign statehood) i.e redrawing of
boundaries to bring all Naga-inhabited areas in the Northeast under one administrative umbrella.
It includes various parts of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Assam and Myanmar as well.
The demand also includes the separate Naga Yezabo (Constitution) and Naga national flag.

Peace Initiatives:
•
•
•

•
•

Shillong Accord (1975):A peace accord was signed in Shillong in which the NNC leadership agreed
to give up arms.
However, several leaders refused to accept the agreement, which led to the split of NNC.
Ceasefire Agreement (1997):The NSCN-IM signed a ceasefire agreement with the government to
stop attacks on Indian armed forces. In return, the government would stop all counter-insurgency
offensive operations.
Framework Agreement (2015):In this agreement, the Government of India recognised the unique
history, culture and position of the Nagas and their sentiments and aspirations.
Recently, the State government decided to prepare the Register of Indegenous Inhabitants of
Nagaland but later due to pressure from various fractions, the decision was put on hold.

Issues:
•
•

•

The 2015 agreement apparently made the peace process inclusive but it created suspicion about the
central government exploiting divisions within the Nagas on tribal and geopolitical lines.
The issue of integration of contiguous Naga-inhabited areas of Manipur, Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh in view of the demand for territorial unification of ‘Greater Nagalim’ will trigger violent
clashes in the different affected states.
Another major hindrance to the peace process in Nagaland is the existence of more than one
organisation, each claiming to be representative of the Nagas.

Way Forward
•
•
•

The Centre must negotiate with all the factions and groups of the Insurgents to have a long-lasting
peace. Further, their cultural, historical and territorial extent must be taken into consideration.
Any arrangement to be worked out should lead to social and political harmony, economic prosperity
and protection of the life and property of all tribes and citizens of the states.
Another way of dealing with the issue can be maximum decentralization of powers to the tribal
heads and minimum centralization at the apex level, which should mainly work towards facilitating
governance and undertaking large development projects.
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•

•

Greater autonomy for the Naga inhabited areas in these states can be provided which would
encompass separate budget allocations for the Naga inhabited areas with regard to their culture and
development issues.
Moreover, the Centre must keep in mind that most of the armed insurgencies across the world do
not end in either total victory or comprehensive defeat, but in a grey zone called ‘compromise’.

Lemru Elephant Reserve
Context:
Recently, the Chhattisgarh government has proposed to reduce the area of Lemru Elephant Reserve
from 1,995 sq km to 450 sq km.
The Centre gave its approval in 2007 for the creation of the 450 sq km Lemru Elephant Reserve and
in 2019, the state government decided to increase the area to 1,995 sq km.

About:
Lemru Elephant Reserve:
•
•
•
•
•

The reserve is located in the Cobra district of Chhattisgarh.
The reserve is aiming at reducing human-animal conflict and destruction of property in addition to
providing a permanent habitat to the elephants.
Earlier, the state government notified the reserve (Conservation Reserve) in October 2020 under
Section 36A of the Wildlife(Protection) Act, 1972 (WLPA).
Section 36A has a special provision that gives the Union government a say in the process of
notification in case the land to be notified as conservation reserve has areas belonging to the Centre.
Elephant reserves are not recognized under the WLPA.
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Reason for Reducing Size:
•

The area proposed under the reserve is part of the Hasdeo Aranya forests, a very diverse biozone
that is also rich in coal deposits.

•

Of 22 coal blocks in the area, 7 have already been allotted with mines running in three, and in the
process of being established in the other four.

•

The biggest challenge in increasing the reserve area was that several coal mines would become
unusable.

Significance of Reserve:
•

North Chhattisgarh alone is home to over 240 elephants. More than 150 elephants have died in the
state over the last 20 years, including 16 between June and October 2020.

•

Elephants in Chhattisgarh are relatively new; they started moving into undivided Madhya Pradesh
(MP) in 1990.

•

While MP had a policy of pushing back the animals coming from Jharkhand, after Chhattisgarh
was formed, the lack of a formal policy allowed elephants to use as a corridor a route in the north
and central parts of the state.

•

Since these animals were relatively new, human-animal conflict started once elephants started
straying into inhabited areas, looking for food.

Other Protected Areas in Chhattisgarh:
•

Achanakmar Tiger Reserve.

•

Indravati Tiger Reserve

•

Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger Reserve

•

Kanger Valley National Park

•

Badalkhol Tamor Pingla Elephant Reserve.
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Right to Repair Movement
Context:
In recent years, countries around the world have been attempting to pass effective ‘right to repair’ laws.
The movement traces its roots back to the very dawn of the computer era in the 1950s.
The goal of the movement is to get companies to make spare parts, tools and information on how to
repair devices available to customers and repair shops to increase the lifespan of products and to keep
them from ending up in landfills.

About:
Right to Repair:
•

•

The Right to Repair electronics refers to government legislation that is intended to allow consumers
the ability to repair and modify their own consumer electronic devices, where otherwise the
manufacturer of such devices require the consumer to use only their offered services.
The idea originally originated from the USA where the Motor Vehicle Owners’ Right to Repair Act
2012, required the manufacturers to provide the necessary documents and information to allow
anyone to repair their vehicles.

Benefits:
•
•
•
•

This will help boost business for small repair shops, which are an important part of local economies.
It will help reduce the vast mountain of electrical waste (e-waste) that piles up each year on the
continent.
It will save consumers’ money.
It will contribute to circular economy objectives by improving the life span, maintenance, re-use,
upgrade, recyclability and waste handling of appliances.

Reason for Encouraging the Movement:
•
•

•

•

Electronic manufacturers are encouraging a culture of ‘planned obsolescence’.
‘Planned obsolescence means that
devices are designed specifically to
last a limited amount of time and to
be replaced.
This can lead to immense pressure on
the environment and wasted natural
resources.
Manufacturing an electronic device
is a highly polluting process. It makes
use of polluting sources of energy,
such as fossil fuel, which has an
adverse impact on the environment.
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Reason for Opposing:
•

Large tech companies, including Apple, Microsoft, Amazon and Tesla have argued that opening
up their intellectual property to third party repair services or amateur repairers could lead to
exploitation and impact the safety and security of their devices.

Right to Repair Movement around the World:
•

•

The United States President has signed an executive order calling on the Federal Trade Commission
to curb restrictions imposed by manufacturers that limit consumers’ ability to repair their gadgets
on their own terms.
The UK, too, introduced right-to-repair rules that should make it much easier to buy and repair
daily-use gadgets such as TVs and washing machines.

India’s Tibet Policy
Context:
Recently, some Chinese nationals protested against the celebration of the birthday of the Dalai Lama in
India.
The Dalai Lama and Tibet is one of the major irritants between India and china relations
China considers the Dalai Lama a separatist, who has great influence over Tibetans. India seeks to
use Tibetan card in order to counter China’s continuing aggression at the Line of Actual Control

About:
Background of India’s Tibet Policy:
•

For centuries, Tibet was India’s actual neighbor, as most of India’s boundaries and the 3500km LAC
is with the Tibetan Autonomous Region, and not the rest of China.

•

In 1914, it was Tibetan representatives, along with the Chinese that signed the Simla convention
with British India that delineated boundaries.

•

However, after China’s full accession of Tibet in 1950, that China repudiated the convention and the
McMahon line that divided the two countries.

•

Further, in 1954, India signed an agreement with China, agreeing to recognize Tibet as “Tibet
region of China”.

•

In 1959, following the Tibetan uprising, the Dalai Lama (spiritual leader of Tibetan people) and
many of his followers fled to India.

•

Former Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru gave him and Tibetan refugees shelter, and helped in
setting up the Tibetan government in exile.

•

The official Indian policy is that the Dalai Lama is a spiritual leader, and the Tibetan community in
India, with more than a lakh exiles, is not allowed to undertake any political activity.
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Shift in India’s Tibet Policy:

•

•
•
•
•

In the event of increasing tensions between India and China, there has been a shift in India’s Tibet
Policy. This shift in the policy, earmarks the Indian government actively managing with the Dalai
Lama in public forums. For Example,
In 2014, Prime Minister of India (PM) had invited the head of the Tibetan government in exile in
India, Lobsang Sangay, to his swearing in ceremony.
However, he did not invite him in 2019 after being re-elected for a second five-year term, to ensure
a smooth passage for a second informal summit between him and Chinese president Xi Jinping.
Recently, the Prime Minister of India (PM) wished the Dalai Lama in the first such public
acknowledgement since 2013, the first time as PM.
The shift in India’s Tibet policy is majorly focused on symbolic aspects, but there are many challenges
pertaining to India’s Approach to Tibet Policy.

Challenges Associated with India’s Approach to Tibet Policy:
•

Changes in Tibetan Demography: Over the past few decades, China is promoting people from
mainland China to migrate into Tibet.

•

China is increasing suppression of the Tibetan populations’ links to the Dalai Lama and pouring in
investment, infrastructure projects in the region.

•

Tibetans against Each Other: As India-China tensions grow and turn violent after the Galwan
valley clash, China has begun to raise Tibetan Militia groups.

•

Further, the Indian Army trains the Tibetan Special Frontier Force, which could lead to Tibetans
fighting each other in the future.
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•

Issue of Tibetan Citizenship: The Indian government doesn’t give citizenship to Tibetans born in
India after the cut-off year of 1987.

•

This has created a sense of dissatisfaction amongst the youth of the Tibetan community.
Further, in the past few years, the US has also increased its role, by accepting more Tibetan refugees.
This will impact India’s role as a sole entity arguing about the future of Tibetian refugee.
Question of Dalai Lama’s Succession: The 86 years old Dalai Lama is not only the spiritual leader,
but the political leader of the community worldwide.
The Dalai Lama asserts that his successor could be a living incarnation, in a specific area in India or
even in another country like Taiwan.

•
•
•

Way Forward
•

India currently has an executive policy (not a law) on Tibetans in India.

•

While the current policy was a significant development for Tibetans’ welfare in India, it is devoid of
legal backing on core issues of Tibet. For example, destructive Tibetans’ demand for freedom in Tibet.

•

Therefore, it is high time now that India should also adopt a more assertive stand on the Tibet issue
in dealing with China.

•

Further, India should avoid a situation where it has a young and restive Tibetan population that
resides in India, but looks outside of India for its leadership and command structure after the Dalai
Lama has passed.

Assam-Mizoram Border Dispute
Context:
Recently, several IED (Improvised Explosive Device) blasts were carried out inside Cachar district of
Assam allegedly by miscreants from Mizoram. These blasts signal the re-emergence of long-unresolved
Assam-Mizoram Border Dispute.
The boundary issue between Assam and Mizoram has existed since the formation of Mizoram —
first as a union territory in 1972, and then as a full-fledged state in 1987.

About:
Assam-Mizoram Border Issue:
•

The boundary issue between present-day Assam and Mizoram dates back to the colonial era when
inner lines were demarcated according to the administrative needs of British Raj.

•

The Assam-Mizoram dispute stems from two notifications passed under British era.

•

First, notification of 1875,that differentiated Lushai Hills from the plains of Cachar.

•

Second, notification of 1933 that demarcates a boundary between Lushai Hills and Manipur.

•

Mizoram believes the boundary should be demarcated on the basis of the 1875 notification, which
is derived from the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR) Act, 1873.
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•
•
•
•

•

•

Mizo leaders are against the demarcation notified in 1933, according to them, the Mizo society was
not consulted.
On the other hand, the Assam government follows the 1933 demarcation.
As a result both states continue to have a differing perception of the border and that is the point of
conflict.
There is a 164.6-km inter-state border that separates Assam and Mizoram, with the three Assam
districts of Cachar, Hailakandi and Karimganj sharing a border with Kolasib, Mamit and Aizawl
districts of Mizoram.
Further, the boundary between Mizoram and Assam follows naturally occurring barriers of
hills, valleys, rivers and forests, and both sides have attributed border skirmishes to perceptional
differences over an imaginary line.
In the Northeast’s complex boundary equations, clashes between Assam and Mizoram residents are
less frequent than they are between other neighbouring states of Assam, like with Nagaland.

Overall Condition of Inter-State Disputes in India:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Issue of Boundary: Boundary disputes between the states are one of major reasons for Inter-state
disputes in India. For example,
Karnataka and Maharashtra both lay claim to belgaum and every now and then the matter comes
up.
The North-Eastern Areas (Restoration) Act, 1971 changed the political map of northeast India, by
establishment of the states like Manipur and Tripura and the formation of Meghalaya.
However, this reorganization has resulted in many boundary disputes in the northeastern region,
like Assam-Nagaland, Assam-Meghalaya, etc.
Issue of Migration: There have been violent agitations in some states over migrants and job seekers
from other states.
This is because the existing resources and the employment opportunities are not enough to meet
the needs of the growing population.
The ‘sons of the soil’ concept for preference in employment in the states concerned tends to destroy
the roots of a healthy federalism.
Disputes over Sharing Water Resources: The most long standing and contentious inter-state issue
has been the sharing of river water
Most of the Indian rivers are inter-state, i.e., they flow through more than one state.
Due to an increase in demand for water, a number of inter state disputes over sharing river waters
have surfaced.

Way Forward
•
•
•

Boundary disputes between the states can be settled by using satellite mapping of the actual border
locations.
Reviving the Inter-state council can be an option for resolution of an Inter-state dispute.
Under Article 263 of the Constitution, the Inter-state council is expected to inquire and advise
on disputes, discuss subjects common to all states and make recommendations for better policy
coordination.
13
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•

•

Similarly, Zonal Councils need to be revived to discuss the matters of common concern to states in
each zone—matters relating to social and economic planning, border disputes, inter-state transport,
etc.
India is the epitome of unity in diversity. However, in order to strengthen this unity furthermore,
both the centre and state governments, need to imbibe the ethos of cooperative federalism.

BHIM – UPI Launched in Bhutan
Context:
The Union Minister of Finance of India along with her counterpart, the Finance Minister of Bhutan has
jointly launched Bharat Interface for Money-Unified Payments Interface (BHIM-UPI) in Bhutan.
The payment system was launched by NPCI International Payments Ltd. (NIPL), the international
arm of National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI), in partnership with the Royal Monetary
Authority (RMA) of Bhutan.

About:
UPI in Bhutan:
•

Bhutan is the first country to adopt UPI standards for its Quick Response (QR) code, and the first
country in our immediate neighbourhood to accept mobile based payments through the BHIM
App.
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•
•

It is also the second country after Singapore to have BHIM-UPI acceptance at merchant locations.
Bhutan will also become the only country to both issue and accept RuPay cards as well as accept
BHIM-UPI.

Bharat Interface for Money-Unified Payments Interface (BHIM-UPI):
•
•
•
•
•

BHIM is developed by the National Payment Corporation of India (NPCI).
It is an initiative to enable fast, secure, reliable cashless payments through the mobile phone.
BHIM is based on Unified Payment Interface (UPI)to facilitate e-payments directly through banks.
It is interoperable with other Unified Payment Interface (UPI) applications, and bank accounts.
Unified Payments Interface (UPI)is an instant real-time payment system, allowing users to transfer
money on a real-time basis, across multiple bank accounts without disclosing details of one’s bank
account to the other party.

Advantages:
•
•
•
•

The simple, safe, cost-effective mobile-based payments system has become one of the most
prominent forms of digital payments.
The payment infrastructures of the two countries are seamlessly connected andwill benefit a large
number of tourists and businessmen from India who travel to Bhutan each year.
This will enhance the ease of living and ease of travelling through cashless transactions at the touch
of a button.
In 2020, UPI enabled commerce worth USD 457 billion, which is equivalent to approximately 15%
of India’s GDP.

RuPay Card Scheme
•
•

RuPay is the first-of-its-kind domestic Debit and Credit Card payment network of India.
The name, derived from the words ‘Rupee and ‘Payment’, emphasizes that it is India’s very own
initiative for Debit and Credit Card payments.
15
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•

•

•

The card can also be used for transactions in Singapore, Bhutan, UAE, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
NPCI, an umbrella organization for operating retail payments and settlement systems in India, is an
initiative of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) under the provisions
of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.
It is a “Not for Profit” Company under the provisions of Section 25 of Companies Act 1956 (now
Section 8 of Companies Act 2013), with an intention to provide infrastructure to the entire Banking
system in India for physical as well as electronic payment and settlement systems.

OIC’s Proposal on India and Pakistan
Context:
Recently, the Ministry of External Affairs rejected the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC)
proposal to assist a dialogue between India and Pakistan.
Earlier in December 2020, India also rejected the criticism of its Kashmir policy by the OIC.

About:
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

OIC was established on the 25th of September 1969 when an Islamic Conference took place with 24
members. The catalyst that led to this conference was a fire on the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
The OIC was officially founded in 1972.
It is the second largest intergovernmental organization after the United Nations (UN) with a
membership of 57 states spread over 4 continents..
Its official languages are Arabic, English and French.
The membership spans roughly 1.81 million people.
It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It endeavours to safeguard and protect the interests
of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony among various
people of the world.
OIC expresses solidarity with conflict-hit Muslim regions such as Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Syria and Bosnia, as well as with the peoples of the Turkish Cypriot state, Kosovo and Jammu and
Kashmir.
There are OIC permanent delegations to the UN and the EU.
The OIC has many organs and universities under its wing.
India is not a member of the OIC.
Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

OIC Members
•

There are 56 members in the OIC today. 56 of them are in the UN as well.
16
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•
•
•

Pakistan is a founding member.
Palestine is also a member of the OIC (it is not a member of the UN).
Not all members are Muslim-majority ones although they have a significant Muslim population.
(E.g. Countries in West Africa and South America).

Observer states:
•
•
•
•
•

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Central African Republic
Northern Cyprus (Turkish Cypriot State)
Thailand
Russia

Observer International Organisations
•
•
•
•
•

NAM
UN
League of Arab States
African Union
Economic Cooperation Organisation.

OIC’s Stand:
•
•

Offered to arrange a meeting between India and Pakistan and proposed to send a delegation to
Jammu & Kashmir in line with resolutions of the OIC council of foreign ministers.
Pakistan has repeatedly sought to raise the Kashmir issue at the OIC against the backdrop of
India’s dramatically improved relations with several key players in West Asia and in the Islamic
organisation, including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, Indonesia and
Bangladesh.

India’s Response:
•

The OIC should be watchful that their platform is not subverted by “vested interests” such as
Pakistan to interfere in internal affairs of India or for anti-India propaganda through biased and
one-sided resolutions.

India’s relationship with OIC as an organisation:
•

•
•

At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers’ Summit in 2018, Bangladesh, the host, suggested that
India, where more than 10% of the world’s Muslims live, should be given Observer status, but
Pakistan opposed the proposal.
In 2019, India made its maiden appearance at the OIC Foreign Ministers’ meeting, as a “guest of
honour”.
This first-time invitation was seen as a diplomatic victory for India, especially at a time of heightened
tensions with Pakistan following the Pulwama attack.
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Criticism of India’s Policies by OIC:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

It has been generally supportive of Pakistan’s stand on Kashmir, and has issued statements criticising
the alleged Indian “atrocities” in the state/Union Territory.
In 2018, the OIC General Secretariat had “expressed strong condemnation of the killing of innocent
Kashmiris by Indian forces in Indian-occupied Kashmir”.
It described the “direct shooting at demonstrators” as a “terrorist act”, and “called upon the
international community to play its role in order to reach a just and lasting solution to the conflict
in Kashmir”.
OIC has criticised the Government of India over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, and the
Babri Masjid verdict of the Supreme Court.
OIC has also criticised the Indian government for what it called “growing Islamophobia” in India.
India’s Response:
India has always maintained that OIC has no locus standi in matters strictly internal to India
including that of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir which is an integral and inalienable part of
India.

India’s relationship with OIC member countries:
•
•
•
•
•

Individually, India has good relations with almost all member nations.
Ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, especially, have improved significantly in recent years.
The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi (UAE) was a special chief guest at the 68th Republic Day celebrations
in 2017.
The OIC includes two of India’s close neighbours, Bangladesh and Maldives.
Indian diplomats say both countries privately admit that they do not want to complicate their
bilateral ties with India on Kashmir.
Related Organization

Gulf Cooperation Council
•

•
•
•

GCC was established by an agreement concluded in 1981 among Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and UAE in view of their special relations, geographic proximity, similar political
systems based on Islamic beliefs, joint destiny and common objectives.
The structure of the GCC consists of the Supreme Council (the highest authority), the Ministerial
Council and the Secretariat General.
The Secretariat is located in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
It is a political, economic, social, and regional organisation according to its charter.
India’s Relations with the GCC

Political:
•
•

The governments of the GCC members are India-friendly and Indian-friendly.
The Prime MInister of India has received the ‘Order of Zayed’, the highest civilian order of the UAE
and the ‘King Hamad Order of the Renaissance’, the third-highest civilian order of Bahrain.
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•

In the recent past, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have not adopted hostile posture to India’s domestic
developments such as removing the special status for Jammu & Kashmir under Article 370.

Economic:
•
•

•

The GCC states are among India’s key suppliers of energy, and annual remittances from Indians in
these countries are worth an estimated USD 4.8 billion.
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia are India’s third and fourth-largest trading
partners respectively and the total bilateral trade of the GCC countries with India for the year 201819 stood at USD 121.34 billion.
UAE also features in the top 10 sources of FDI inflows into India.

Security:
•

Both India and the GCC are members of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

•

Apart from the participation of Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, and others in India’s mega multilateral
Milan Exercise, India also has bilateral exercises with most of them.

•

India and Oman hold annual bilateral exercises across all three wings of the armed forces (Army
Exercise ‘Al Najah’, Air Force Exercise ‘Eastern Bridge’, Naval Exercise ‘Naseem al Bahr’). Further,
Oman has provided the Indian Navy access to the Port of Duqm SEZ which is one of Indian Ocean’s
largest deep-sea ports.

•

India has a bilateral naval (In-UAE BILAT) as well as an air force exercise (Desert Eagle-II) with
the UAE.

Way Forward
•
•

The Gulf region has historical, political, economic, strategic and cultural significance for India.
India-GCC Free Trade Agreement (FTA) can provide a boost to the relations.
Presently, the GCC region is volatile, thus, India needs to safeguard its large economic, political and
demographic stakes in the region.
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Sankalp Se Siddhi: Mission Van Dhan
Context:
Recently, the Minister of Tribal Affairs reviewed various initiatives under ‘Sankalp Se Siddhi-Mission
Vand Dhan’, by TRIFED (Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India).

About:
‘Sankalp se Siddhi’:
•

•

•

The ‘Sankalp Se Siddhi’ initiative, also known as ‘Mission Van Dhan’,was introduced by the central
government in 2021, in line with the Prime Minister’s aim to establish a sustainable livelihood for
India’s tribal population.
Through this mission, TRIFEDaims to expand its operation through convergence of various schemes
of different ministries and departments and launch various tribal development programmes in
mission mode.
Through this mission, establishment of several Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs), haat bazaars,
mini TRIFOOD units, common facility centres, TRIFOOD parks, SFRUTI clusters, tribes india
retail store, e-commerce platform for trifood and tribes, India brands are being targeted.

TRIFED
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) came into existence
in 1987.
It is a national-level apex organization functioning under the administrative control of the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs.
The ultimate objective of TRIFED is socio-economic development of tribal people in the country
by way of marketing development of the tribal products such as metal craft, tribal textiles, pottery,
tribal paintings and pottery on which the tribals depends heavily for a major portion of their income.
TRIFED has been implementing several noteworthy programmes for the empowerment of the
tribals.
Over the past two years, the ‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through
Minimum Support Price (MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP’ has impacted the tribal
ecosystem in a major way.
TRIFED has also injected Rs. 3000 crores into the tribal economy, even during such difficult times,
aided by government push.
The Van Dhan tribal start-ups, a component of the same scheme, have emerged as a source of
employment generation for tribal gatherers and forest dwellers and the home-bound tribal artisans.

TRIFED is Involved in following Initiatives:
•

Van Dhan Vikas Yojana:
•
Van Dhan Scheme, a component of ‘MSP for MFP’, was launched in 2018.
20

www.yojanaias.com

•
•
•

•

MSP for MFP:
•
•
•
•

•

An initiative targeting livelihood generation for tribal gatherers and transforming them into
entrepreneurs.
The idea is to set-up tribal community-owned Van Dhan Vikas Kendra Clusters (VDVKCs)in
predominantly forested tribal districts.
VDVKs are for providing skill upgradation and capacity building training to tribals and setting
up of primary processing and value addition facilities.
Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest produce (MFP) Through Minimum Support Price
and Development of Value Chain for MFP provide MSP to gatherers of forest produce.
The scheme acts as a measure of social safety for MFP gatherers who are primarily members of
ST (Schedule Tribe).
The scheme formed a system to ensure fair monetary returns of the gatherers for their endeavor
in collection, primary processing, storage, packaging, transportation, etc.
MFP includes all non-timber forest produce of plant origin and includes bamboo, canes, fodder,
leaves, gums, waxes, dyes, resins and many forms of food including nuts, wild fruits, honey, lac,
tusker etc.

Tech For Tribals:
•

•

It aims to transform 5 crore Tribal entrepreneur’s by capacity building and imparting
entrepreneurship skills to tribal forest produce gatherers enrolled under the Pradhan Mantri
Van Dhan Yojana (PMVDY).
The program will ensure higher success rate of the Tribal Entrepreneurs by enabling and
empowering them to run their business with marketable products with quality certifications.

•

TRIFOOD Scheme:
•
It was launched in August 2020 and promotes value addition to MFP.
•
TRIFOOD parks will produce processed foods from minor forest produce and also from the
food gathered by the tribal people in that region.

•

Village and Digital Connect Initiative:
•
To ensure that existing schemes and initiatives reach the tribals, TRIFED’s regional officials
across the country have been visiting identified villages with a significant tribal population.

OIC’s Proposal on India and Pakistan
Context:
Recently, the Ministry of External Affairs rejected the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC)
proposal to assist a dialogue between India and Pakistan.
Earlier in December 2020, India also rejected the criticism of its Kashmir policy by the OIC
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About:
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

OIC was established on the 25th of September 1969 when an Islamic Conference took place with 24
members. The catalyst that led to this conference was a fire on the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
The OIC was officially founded in 1972.
It is the second largest intergovernmental organization after the United Nation (UN) with a
membership of 57 states spread over 4 continents.
Its official languages are Arabic, English and French.
The membership spans roughly 1.81 million people.
It is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It endeavors to safeguard and protect the interests
of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony among various
people of the world.
OIC expresses solidarity with conflict-hit Muslim regions such as Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Syria and Bosnia, as well as with the peoples of the Turkish Cypriot state, Kosovo and Jammu and
Kashmir.
There are OIC permanent delegations to the UN and the EU.
The OIC has many organs and universities under its wing.
India is not a member of the OIC.
Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

OIC Members
•
•
•
•

There are 56 members in the OIC today. 56 of them are in the UN as well.
Pakistan is a founding member.
Palestine is also a member of the OIC (it is not a member of the UN).
Not all members are Muslim-majority ones although they have a significant Muslim population.
(E.g. Countries in West Africa and South America)

Observer states:
•
•
•
•
•

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Central African Republic
Northern Cyprus (Turkish Cypriot State)
Thailand
Russia

Observer International Organizations:
•
•
•
•

NAM
UN
League of Arab States
African Union
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•

Economic Cooperation Organization.

OIC’s Stand:
•
•

Offered to arrange a meeting between India and Pakistan and proposed to send a delegation to
Jammu & Kashmir in line with resolutions of the OIC council of foreign ministers.
Pakistan has repeatedly sought to raise the Kashmir issue at the OIC against the backdrop of
India’s dramatically improved relations with several key players in West Asia and in the Islamic
organization, including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, Indonesia and
Bangladesh.

India’s Response:
•

The OIC should be watchful that their platform is not subverted by “vested interests” such as
Pakistan to interfere in internal affairs of India or for anti-India propaganda through biased and
one-sided resolutions.

India’s relationship with OIC as an organization:
•

•
•

At the 45th session of the Foreign Ministers’ Summit in 2018, Bangladesh, the host, suggested that
India, where more than 10% of the world’s Muslims live, should be given Observer status, but
Pakistan opposed the proposal.
In 2019, India made its maiden appearance at the OIC Foreign Ministers meeting, as a “guest of
honor”.
This first-time invitation was seen as a diplomatic victory for India, especially at a time of heightened
tensions with Pakistan following the Pulwama attack.

Criticism of India’s Policies by OIC:
•
•
•

•
•

It has been generally supportive of Pakistan’s stand on Kashmir, and has issued statements criticising
the alleged Indian “atrocities” in the state/Union Territory.
In 2018, the OIC General Secretariat had “expressed strong condemnation of the killing of innocent
Kashmiris by Indian forces in Indian-occupied Kashmir”.
It described the “direct shooting at demonstrators” as a “terrorist act”, and “called upon the
international community to play its role in order to reach a just and lasting solution to the conflict
in Kashmir”.
OIC has criticised the Government of India over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 and the
Babri Masjid Verdict of the Supreme Court
OIC has also criticised the Indian government for what it called “growing islamophobia” in India.

India’s Response:
•

India has always maintained that OIC has no locus standi in matters strictly internal to India
including that of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir which is an integral and inalienable part of
India.
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India’s Relationship with OIC Member Countries:
•
•
•
•
•

Individually, India has good relations with almost all member nations.
Ties with the UAE and Saudi Arabia, especially, have improved significantly in recent years.
The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi (UAE) was a special chief guest at the 68th Republic Day celebrations
in 2017.
The OIC includes two of India’s close neighbours, Bangladesh and Maldives.
Indian diplomats say both countries privately admit that they do not want to complicate their
bilateral ties with India on Kashmir.

Gulf Cooperation Council
Context:
India begins talks on free trade agreement with UAE. India has started talks on a free trade agreement
(FTA) with the UAE, with expectations of a larger pact with the group of Gulf Cooperation Council.

Gulf Cooperation Council
•

•
•
•

GCC was established by an agreement concluded in 1981 among Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and UAE in view of their special relations, geographic proximity, similar political
systems based on Islamic beliefs, joint destiny and common objectives.
The structure of the GCC consists of the Supreme Council (the highest authority), the Ministerial
Council and the Secretariat General.
The Secretariat is located in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
It is a political, economic, social, and regional organisation according to its charter.

India’s Relations with the GCC
Political:
•
•
•

The governments of the GCC members are India-friendly and Indian-friendly.
The Prime Minister of India has received the ‘Order of Zayed’ the highest civilian order of the UAE
and the ‘King Hamad Order of the Renaissance’, the third-highest civilian order of Bahrain.
In the recent past, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have not adopted hostile posture to India’s domestic
developments such as removing the special status for Jammu & Kashmir under article 370.

Economic:
•
•

The GCC states are among India’s key suppliers of energy, and annual remittances from Indians in
these countries are worth an estimated USD 4.8 billion.
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia are India’s third and fourth-largest trading
partners respectively and the total bilateral trade of the GCC countries with India for the year 201819 stood at USD 121.34 billion.
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•

UAE also features in the top 10 sources of FDI inflows into India.

Security:
•
•
•

•

Both India and the GCC are members of the Financial Action Task Force
Apart from the participation of Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, and others in India’s mega multilateral
Milan Exercise, India also has bilateral exercises with most of them.
India and Oman hold annual bilateral exercises across all three wings of the armed forces
(Army Exercise ‘Al Najah’, Air Force Exercise ‘Eastern Bridge’, Naval Exercise ‘Naseem al Bahr’).
Furthermore, Oman has provided the Indian Navy access to the Port of Duqm SEZ which is one of
Indian Ocean’s largest deep-sea ports.
India has a bilateral naval (In-UAE BILAT) as well as an air force exercise (Desert Eagle-II) with
the UAE.

Way Forward
•
•

The Gulf region has historical, political, economic, strategic and cultural significance for India.
India-GCC Free Trade Agreement (FTA) can provide a boost to the relations.
Presently, the GCC region is volatile thus, India needs to safeguard its large economic, political and
demographic stakes in the region.
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