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India is closely monitoring the construction of a bridge by China
over the Pangong Tso Lake in ‘East Ladakh’.

Related case:




The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of China has a garrison at
the ‘Kurnak Fort’ on the north bank of the ‘Pangong Tso’ lake
and the ‘Moldo’ on the south bank of the lake. , and the distance
between the two fronts is about 200 km.
The distance between the nearest points on both the northern
and southern banks of the ‘Pangong Tso’ lake is about 500
meters, and in the meantime China is building a new bridge,
after which the movement between the two sectors will take

about 12 hours. The time will be reduced to just three or four
hours.




This will reduce the time it takes for the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) to move troops and equipment between the two
fronts.
This bridge is located about 25 km ahead of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

About Pangong Tso




Pangong Tso literally means “Conclave Lake”. In Ladakhi
language Pangong means proximity and in Tibetan language
Tso means lake.
Pangong Tso is a long narrow, deep, land-locked lake situated
at an altitude of more than 14,000 feet in Ladakh, its length is
about 135 km.



It is formed from Tethys land formation.



It is a salt water lake.







The Karakoram mountain range, which has a number of hills
over 6,000 meters, including K2 the world’s second highest
peak, runs through Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, China and
India and ends at the northern edge of the Pangong Tso.
On its southern bank also there are high fractured mountains
sloping towards Spangur Lake.
The water of this lake, although clean as glass, is not potable
due to being ‘saline’.

Reason for controversy at this location:






Line of Actual Control (LAC) – Generally this line passes
through the site leaving the width of Pangong Tso and since the
year 1962 divides Indian and Chinese troops. This line passes
through water in the Pangong Tso area.
Both sides have declared their respective territories, marking
their territories.
India controls the Pangong Tso area for a distance of 45 km,
and the rest of the lake is controlled by China.

What are Fingers?










In Pangong Tso Lake, the hills of the ‘Chang Chenmo range’ are
forward, called ‘Fingers’.
8 of these fingers are disputed. In this area, there is a difference
of opinion between India and China regarding the LAC.
India claims that the LAC passes through Finger 8, and this is
the last army post of China.
India patrols this area, up to Finger 8, on foot due to the
structure of this area. But the control of the Indian Army is only
till finger 4.
On the other hand, China says that the LAC passes through
Finger 2. The Chinese army patrols with light vehicles up to
Finger 4 and sometimes till Finger 2.

Reason for Chinese encroachment in Pangong Tso area:


Pangong Tso Lake is close to the strategically important
Chushul Valley. The main attack by China during the 1962 war
was launched from the Chushul Valley.







The path to the Chushul Valley passes through Pangong Tso
Lake, a major route China could use to capture Indian-occupied
territory.
China also does not want India to expand its infrastructure
anywhere near the LAC. China fears this could threaten its
rights on Aksai Chin and the Lhasa-Kashgar highway.
Any threat to this highway could hamper Chinese imperialist
ambitions in Ladakh and Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.
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US Special Coordinator on Tibet ‘Uzra Zeya’ recently, on a
public visit to Dharamsala (Himachal Pradesh), ‘Sikyong’ or
self-styled Central Tibetan Administration leader ‘Penpa
Tsering’ and other officials and Met representatives of the
Tibetan community.
This visit is also being seen as a strong message from the
Government of India to China. China is opposed to any outside

“interference” in Tibet-related matters, and the visit of the US
Special Coordinator was facilitated by New Delhi.

Location of Tibet:




Tibet (TIBET) is a landmass on the Tibetan Plateau in Asia,
extending about 2.4 million square km, and in size it is about a
quarter of the total area of China.
It is the traditional homeland of the Tibetan population as well
as some other ethnic groups.

How did China establish its authority over Tibet?










As claimed by the ‘People’s Republic of China’, Tibet has been a
part of China since the ‘Yuan Dynasty’ led by the Mongols.
In 1951, Tibetan leaders were forced to sign a treaty directed
by China.
The treaty is known as the “Seventeen Point Agreement” and
promised to guarantee Tibetan autonomy and respect for
Buddhism, but at the same time, it included ‘Lhasa’ (the capital
of Tibet). Provision has also been made for the establishment of
Chinese civil and military headquarters.
However, the Tibetan population, including the Dalai Lama,
consider the treaty to be ‘invalid’, saying that the treaty was
signed under pressure.
The Chinese occupation of Tibet is often described by the
Tibetan people as a ‘cultural genocide’.

Tibetans abroad:


There are more than 1 lakh Tibetans settled across India, while
the remaining Tibetans are settled in the United States,
Australia, Brazil, Canada, and Costa Rica, France, Mexico,
Mongolia, Germany, United Kingdom, Switzerland and many
other countries..

Swadeep Kumar

