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 Italy’s worst drought has caused the country’s largest Lake Garda to
reach its lowest water level in decades.

 As a result, underwater rocks became visible and the water temperature
warmed to the average temperature of the Caribbean Sea.

Garda Lake 
 Northern Italy has received very little rainfall for months, and snowfall

has decreased by 70% in 2022, drying up important rivers such as the
Po, which flow through Italy’s agricultural and industrial regions.



 

 

 The dry condition of Italy’s longest river, the Po, caused billions of euros 
in damage to farmers who usually depend on it to irrigate their fields and 
paddy. 

 Authorities allowed more water from Lake Garda to flow into local rivers 
to make up for the damage. 

 But at the end of July 2022, they reduced the amount for the lake and its 
associated economically important tourism. 

 The lake came to its lowest level with a large amount of water diverted to 
the rivers. 

Drought 
 Drought is generally thought of as a decrease in rainfall/precipitation 

over an extended period, usually one season or more, resulting in water 
scarcity that adversely affects vegetation, animals and/or people. 

Type: 
 Meteorological Drought: 
 It is based on the degree of dryness or lack of rainfall and the long dry 

spell. 
Hydrological Drought: 
 It is based on the effect of rainfall deficit on water supply such as stream 

flow, reservoir and lake levels and decline in groundwater level. 
 Agricultural Drought: 
 It refers to the impact on agriculture by factors such as lack of rainfall, 

lack of water in the soil, low ground water level or the level of reservoir 
required for irrigation. 

Socio-economic drought 
 It considers the effect of drought conditions (meteorological, 

agricultural, or hydrological droughts) on the supply and demand for 
certain economic goods, such as fruits, vegetables, grains, and meats. 

Cause: 
 Variability in rainfall is a major cause of drought. The percentage of 

variability is inversely proportional to the total rainfall. 
 Deviation in the course of monsoon winds, or early withdrawal of 

monsoon, can also create drought conditions in an area. 
 Drought can also occur due to forest fire, due to which the soil of that 

area becomes unsuitable for agriculture and at the same time there is a 
shortage of water in the soil. 



 

 

 In addition to climate change, land degradation results in increased 
drought. 

Solution: 
 Water management: 
 Saving, reusing treated water, rainwater harvesting, desalination or 

direct use of seawater for salt-loving plants. 
Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (FMNR): 
 Enabling growth of native sprout trees through selective pruning of 

shrubs. 
 Trimmed tree residues can be used to provide mulching for fields, which 

increases the water retention capacity of the soil and reduces 
evaporation. 

Other Remedies: 
 To protect the soil by fencing for soil protection from sand, wind gusts 

etc. 
 Need for enrichment and over-fertilization of soil. 
 Using water-efficient irrigation equipment such as micro and drip 

irrigation, soccer hose systems, etc. 
Government of India Initiatives: 
 Integrated Feed Management Program 
 National Mission on Green India 

 Desert Development Programme: 
 It was started in the year 1995 to reduce the adverse effects of drought 

and rejuvenate the natural resource base of the marked desert areas. 
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 Recently, a petition has been filed in the Supreme Court by a 29-year-old 

man serving life sentence for the gang rape of a nine-year-old girl in 
Maharashtra. 

 The Supreme Court will examine the validity of a law that gives either life 
imprisonment or death sentence to a person convicted of gang rape of a 
child under the age of 12 without giving him an opportunity to atone for 
the crime or make amends. 

Issues highlighted in the petition: 
 Restricting Judge’s Choices: 
 It argued that Section 376DB of the Indian Penal Code (gang rape of a 

child below 12 years of age) limited the options available to trial judges 
to either punishment for the remainder of the person’s life or the death 
penalty. 

 However, a minimum, compulsory punishment has been provided under 
the provision of life imprisonment. 

Discrepancy prevailing in the year 2018 amendment: 
 The petitioner further argued that there is an anomaly in the penal 

system created through the criminal amendments made in August 2018. 
 Section 376DB was introduced in the year 2018 when the penal code 

was amended to provide for harsher punishment for the offense of rape. 
Arbitrary: 
 Whereas in Section 376-AB, a person convicted of raping a girl below the 

age of 12 years had a provision of imprisonment of not less than 20 
years. 



 

 

 Whereas Section 376-DB provides for a mandatory minimum sentence of 
life imprisonment for every person involved in the gang-rape of a girl 
below the age of 12 years. 

 Both the sections provide for the death penalty as the maximum 
punishment. 

 This life imprisonment without remission can mean 60-70 years in jail 
for a person who is less than 20 years of age. 

Violation of Right to Life: 
 Section 376DB did not give any option to the lower court except the 

higher punishment of life imprisonment or death sentence. 
 The petition argued that Section 376DB violates Article 21 (right to life) 

and Article 14 (right to equality) of the Constitution. 
Global Scenario: 
 Given the global context of the issue, the European Court of Human 

Rights in Winter v. United Kingdom ruled that life imprisonment without 
a real possibility of parole was a violation of Article 3 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

 It was held that life imprisonment could not be treated as punishment 
only because they did not provide any opportunity of atonement to the 
prisoner and such sentences were inconsistent with respect for human 
dignity. 

 The United States Supreme Court held that the inconsistent sentence in 
extreme cases violated the Eighth Amendment, which prohibits cruel and 
unusual punishment to the US Constitution. 

Approach of the Supreme Court: 
 The Supreme Court has already quashed the compulsory death penalty 

as unconstitutional and therefore called for consideration of this 
question. 

 Further, it asked the petitioner along with an Additional Solicitor General 
to make written submissions and proposals on the issue. 

Historical perspective: 
 In 1983, in Mithu v. Punjab, the Supreme Court ruled that Section 303 of 

the IPC was unconstitutional to the extent that a person who committed 
murder while serving a sentence of life imprisonment in any other case 
would be given compulsory death sentence. 



 

 

 Section 303 mandates that the Supreme Court should not impose any 
punishment other than the death penalty in such cases. 

 

Swadeep Kumar 

 

The Role of Subhash Chandra Bose in National 

Movement: An Analysis 

Context : Today, we are paying our humble tribute to our great freedom 
fighter Subhash Chandra Bose on the occasion of hiss 77th death 
anniversary. This day is celebrated as the Netaji Diwash.  
 
Introduction 
Subhash Chandra Bose was one of the most prominent freedom fighters of 
India. He was not only a freedom fighter of India but he is a good leader of 
congress also. However he had a different opinion from Mahatma Gandhi on 
some issues but he respected Gandhiji and in his first speech delivered from 
Singapore, he called Gandhi the Father of the nation “Bapu”.  
Subhash Bose preferred any tools through which the freedom of India could 
win irrespective of the sanctity of those tools. But Gandhi believed in the 
sanctity of the tools always. Gandhi did not want to take any support from 
Nazi Germany and fascist Italy to defeat British because of the racist and 
despotic nature of both countries  
After the Civil disobedience movement, Subhash rose as the unanimously 
accepted leader of the congress. This was the time when the stature of 
Subhash seemed larger than the stature of Gandhiji. In the presidential 
election of congress in 1939, he successfully defeated the Gandhi-supported 
candidate Pattabhisita Rammiya. However, he could not complete his tenure 
because of the resignations of many leaders from the working committee of 
congress. And Subhash realized that he could not work independently inside 
the congress without the support of Gandhian leaders, therefore he also 
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resigned and formed his own political party inside the congress – Forward 
Block.  
  
Biography of Subhash  
Subhash was born in Cuttack on 23rd Jan 1897 in an elite family.  The birth 
anniversary of Subhash is also celebrated as the Parakram Diwash.  He took 
the civil services exams and got selection but he did not join and resigned. 
He joined congress in 1921 and participated in Non-cooperation Movement. 
He openly criticized the decision of Gandhiji regarding the withdrawal of the 
Non-Cooperation Movement . he called Gandhi Ji a Betrayer. He was elected 
the congress president in 1938 and once again he was reelected as the 
president of the congress in 1939. with the support of the enemies of Britain 
in the second world war, he wanted to fight for the liberation of India. He 
reorganized the Indian National Army and he also formed the Free 
government of India in exile. The axis powers (Japan, Germany, and Italy) 
recognized the government of India in exile .he established the headquarter 
of the INA at Rangoon. He formed three Brigades of INA- Gandhi, Nehru, and 
Subhash brigade. This shows that despite being the difference in the 
ideologies of Gandhi and Nehru, Subhash respected both.    
 
Ideology of Subhash  
Subhash was an extremist and he believed in socialism. The tools of the 
Subhash were similar tools of Karl Marx. He has influenced Lenin also and 
he also want to liberate India through violent means. But here it should not 
be understood, he was on the same path which was adopted by Bhagat 
Singh-type revolutionaries. He also wanted to make people aware first that 
political tools should be used against British rule. He also believes in mass 
protest. He was the core supporter of complete freedom. During the 
proposal of the Nehru Report, he openly condemned the demand of the 
dominion status of India. Here he got the support from Jawahar Lal Nehru.  
In 1939, he also wanted to launch a big mass protest against British rule but 
Gandhiji was not ready because Gandhi Ji was doubtful regarding the 
support of the masses and the mass protest would be interpreted by the 
British rule as a pro-Racist protest. On this issue, he left the congress  
  



 

 

Gandhi, Nehru, and Subhash: A comparative analysis 
Gandhi, Nehru, and Subhash, all wanted to liberate India but both had 
different tools to liberate India. Gandhi belied in the sanctity of the tools and 
in his view, the achievement would be long-lasting if the tools are pure and 
sanctified. while Subhash belied in achievement, he was ready to use any 
tools to get success. All these three were socialist. Gandhi believed in the 
concept of Sarvoday. Through trusteeship, he wanted to bring equality. 
While Nehru and Subhash belied the existence of the classes. Subhash belied 
in class struggle and through violent means, he propagated to establish 
socialism. Nehru wanted two establish socialism through non-violent means. 
through political reforms, social could be established.  
 
Conclusion  
As per the above discussion, it is clear that Subash was agreed with Gandhi 
and Nehru up to a certain extent. The ideology of the Subhash was not quite 
different from the ideology of Gandhi and Nehru. Shubash also loved Gandhi 
and Nehru. Despite having ideological differences Subhash also moved on 
the path of freedom of India shown by the Gandhiji. This is the day today we 
should pay our humble tribute to a great leader of India 
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