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India and the Eurasian Vacuum 
Source: Indian Express 
News: Till now India mostly relies on Russia to secure its interests in 
Eurasia but Ukraine’s invasion by Russia puts a question mark on Russia’s 
traditional sphere of influence. 
Impact of India’s close ties with Russia/Soviet Union on the Eurasian 
region 
 Free access to the Central Asian Republics in the Cold War era due to

close ties with Russia.
 In the second half of the 1990s India worked with Russia and Iran to

counter the Taliban in Afghanistan.
 For the regional balance of power, Russia supported India’s

membership in the SCO despite China’s reservations.
 Even during India’s military confrontation with China in eastern

Ladakh (2020), Russia was ready to supply arms to India.
Negative impact of Putin’s war with Ukraine: 
 Russian invasion of Ukraine increased the insecurity of its close

neighbors. If Russia can deny the independent existence of Ukraine it
can do the same to other republics that were part of the Soviet
Union. Example: Kazakhstan has been wary of its “strategic autonomy”
from Russia ever since the Russian invasion of Georgia in 2008 and the
occupation of Crimea in 2014 and the invasion of Ukraine.



 

 Declining capacity of Russia to control and mediate conflicts 
within its Eurasian sphere of influence. For Example: Russia failed 
to resolve Tajikistan – Kyrgyzstan ( founding members of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation) border dispute and the Azerbaijan -
Armenia conflict. 

 Capitalization of Russia’s vulnerabilities by China: China is 
enhancing its engagement with Central Asian republics. President Xi 
recently announced support for Kazakhstan to preserve its national 
stability and development which is seen as a statement toward 
Russia‘s expansionist policy. 

Current issues & their impact on New Delhi in the Eurasian region: 
 Underdeveloped relationship of New Delhi in the Eurasian 

region due to the absence of geographic access and limited trade and 
investment ties. 

 Rapid rise of China in the new millennium changing regional 
equations. China deep[ened its security ties with Moscow and became 
a leading economic partner of  Central Asian states. 

 Russia is struggling to retain its traditional primacy in inner Asia. 
Way forward for India in Central Asia: 
 India must look beyond Iran and tie up with its Arab friends like Saudi 

Arabia and the UAE to gain geographic access to inner Asia and pursue 
large-scale regional projects in Eurasia. 

 Renewing engagement with Turkey: Turkey is another important 
force in Central Asia which was once known as Turkestan. 

 Another important partner for India in the region is European 
Union, which is stepping up its engagement in the Eurasian region 
through its eastern initiative. 

Conclusion: The weakening of the Russian sphere of influence created a 
Eurasian vacuum and unfamiliar geopolitical terrain for India, but it is also 
offering new possibilities. 
Short Summary: 
 Till now India relies on Russia and Iran to establish its relationship 

with inner Asia (northern and landlocked regions spanning North, 
Central, and East Asia). Even in turbulence India’s close ties with 



 

Russia provided smooth access to Central Asia. But Russia‘s Ukraine 
invasion and its unexpected outcome reduced the traditional primacy 
of Russia in inner Asia. Its neighbors are becoming insecure due to 
Russia’s expansionist policy and its sphere of influence in the Eurasian 
region is declining, it even failed to mediate conflicts within its 
Eurasian sphere of influence. China is utilizing this opportunity to 
become a prominent player in the Eurasian region. On the one hand, 
Russia is becoming indebted to China due to western sanctions while 
on the other hand, China is assuring Central Asian republics of their 
strategic autonomy from Russia. Now, India has to find new ways to 
secure its interests in inner Asia through the European Union, Turkey, 
and with the help of Arab friends like Saudi Arabia and the UAE. 

Article: India and the Eurasian Vacuum (C. Raja Mohan) 
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National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council (NAAC) system 

  

Source: The Indian Express 
News: Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda’s NAAC ratings were 
changed from A to A+, which sparked controversy due to allegations of 
bribery. 
About NAAC: 
 NAAC is an autonomous body under the University Grants Commission 

(UGC), responsible for assessment and certification of Higher 
Education Institutions (HEIs) as part of accreditation 

 NAAC is a multi-layered evaluation process. It evaluates quality 
standards of higher education institutions(HEIs) in terms of 
curriculum, faculty, infrastructure, research, and other parameters.  

 NAAC ratings for institutions vary from A++ to C. When an institution 
gets a D, it means that it is not accredited. 
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 Higher education institutions (HEIs) have to  voluntarily submit 
applications for assessment. 

 Higher education institutions must now be accredited in accordance 
with the 2012 UGC (Mandatory Assessment and Accreditation of 
Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations. 

 NAAC accreditation is valid for five years. 
Number of accredited institutions in India: 
 All India Survey on Higher Education portal has a list of 1,043 

universities and 42,343 colleges. But, only 406 universities and 8,686 
colleges were NAAC-accredited. 

 Highest number of accredited colleges are in Maharashtra (1,869 ) 
followed by Karnataka (914). 

 Most accredited universities are in Tamil Nadu( 43). 
 NAAC reviewed 19 universities and 121 colleges four times, with a gap 

of five years between each grading. 
Criteria’s to be followed to apply for accreditation process: 
 Any higher education institution with a minimum of six years of 

operation or with at least two graduated batches can apply for 
accreditation. 

 Institutes must be recognised by the UGC  
 Institutions should have regular students enrolled in their full-time 

teaching and research programmes. 
 Accreditation process is done in cycles: Cycle 1 accreditation is the 

first time accreditation of an institution. Thereafter, Cycles 2, 3, and so 
on  cycles happen after subsequent five-year periods.  

Accreditation process: 
 NAAC follows an “input-based” approach. Means, NAAC mainly relies 

on applicant institutions’ self-assessment reports. 
 First step of evaluation: Applicant institutions must submit  a self-

study information report related to quantitative and qualitative 
metrics. 

 Second Step: Validation of institution’ s data by NAAC expert teams. 
 Third Step: Thereafter, the NAAC peer team visits the institutions.  

 



 

Latest controversy/issues related to accreditation process: 
 Bribery allegations: There is controversy that Maharaja Sayajirao 

University unduly tried to influence the peer review team with gold, 
cash and other favours. However, NAAC termed the allegations as false 
and released the improved grading of Maharaja Sayajirao University. 

 Higher education institutes (HEIs) do not apply for NAAC evaluation 
due to fear of obtaining a  poor grade or no accreditation. 

Way forward: 
 Reducing the role of the peer team: Peer  team visits should not have 

significant weightage in assessment and accreditation. 
 Adopt an “outcome-based approach” based on learning materials, 

continuous assessment tasks and final examinations for accreditation 
of institutions. 

 Introduce Provisional Accreditation system for Colleges (PAC): In 
this  one-year-old institutions can also apply for accreditation where 
provisional certificates remain valid for two years. 

 Colleges should aspire to improve the quality of education to meet the 
quality standards of NAAC accreditation. 

Short Summary: NAAC accreditation process in India always mired in 
controversies such as corruption and lack of participation of institutions. 
Hence, to improve the efficiency of the NAAC accreditation process, the 
government or UGC should reduce the role of peer teams in the 
accreditation process, adopt an outcome based approach for accreditation, 
and introduce a provisional accreditation system for colleges. 
Article: Express Explained: The controversy over NAAC’s system for 
assessing higher education. 
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