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Cheetahs in India to be translocated from South Africa

Relevance for Prelims: Conservation status in different indices, Cheetahs in India
Relevance for Mains: Threats to Cheetahs and conservations efforts by India

ABOUT CHEETAHS IN INDIA

Cheetahs, the fastest land animal in the world, are facing a grave threat to their survival in
India. These majestic creatures, once found throughout the country, are now confined to
small pockets of the western and central regions. The population of cheetahs in the country
has declined drastically over the years due to hunting and habitat loss. Conservation efforts
are urgently needed to save these magnificent animals from extinction.

REASONS FOR THE DECLINE OF CHEETAHS IN INDIA

e One of the main reasons for the decline of cheetahs in our country is habitat loss. The
vast grasslands and open forests that were once home to cheetahs have been converted
into agricultural land, leading to the fragmentation of their habitats. This has resulted in
a decline in the population of their prey, making it difficult for them to find food.
Additionally, the construction of roads, railways, and other infrastructure projects has
led to the fragmentation of cheetah habitats, making it difficult for them to move around
and find mates.

o Another major threat to the survival of cheetahs in India is hunting. Cheetahs were
once hunted for their fur, which was used to make clothing and other items. Today, they
are still hunted for their body parts, which are used in traditional medicine. This illegal
trade has had a devastating impact on the population of cheetahs in the country.




STEPS IN CONSERVING CHEETAHS

To conserve cheetahs in India, several measures need to be taken. One of the most
important steps is to protect and restore their habitats. This can be done by creating
protected areas and reserving land for cheetahs. Additionally, conservation efforts should be
focused on restoring the population of prey species, such as gazelles and antelopes, to
ensure that cheetahs have enough food to survive.

Another important step in conserving cheetahsin the country is to combat illegal
hunting. This can be done by strengthening laws and regulations to protect cheetahs and by
increasing patrols in areas where they are found. Additionally, education campaigns should
be launched to raise awareness about the importance of protecting cheetahs and the
consequences of hunting them.

In addition to these measures, it is also important to conduct research to understand the
biology and ecology of cheetahs in India. This will provide valuable information on their
population dynamics, distribution, and habitat requirements. This research will help to
guide conservation efforts and ensure that they are effective in protecting cheetahs.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the survival of cheetahs in India is under threat due to habitat loss and
hunting. Conservation efforts are urgently needed to save these magnificent animals from
extinction. This can be achieved by protecting and restoring their habitats, restoring the
population of prey species, combating illegal hunting, and conducting research to
understand the biology and ecology of cheetahs in India. With the right measures in place,
we can ensure that cheetahs continue to thrive in our country for generations to come.

Shibaji biswas


https://yojnaias.com/author/shibaji56/

