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DATA GOVERNANCE QUALITY INDEX 

This article covers “Daily Current Affairs” and the topic details “Data Governance Quality Index”. The 
topic “Data Governance Quality Index” has relevance in the Governance section for the UPSC CSE exam. 
Relevance of the topic “Data Governance Quality Index” 
For Prelims: 
What is Data Governance Quality Index? 
Which agency releases Data Governance Quality Index? 
For Mains: 
GS 2:Governance 
What is the significance of the Data Governance Quality Index? 
What are the challenges in Data Governance Quality Index? 
Way Forward 

Why in the news? 
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) has secured the second position among 66 
ministries in the highly influential Data Governance Quality Index (DGQI) assessment for 2022-2023 

What is Data Governance Quality Index? 
 The Data Governance Quality Index (DGQI) survey, conducted by the Development Monitoring

and Evaluation Office (DMEO) of NITI Aayog, aims to evaluate the performance of different
Ministries/Departments in India regarding the implementation of Central Sector Schemes (CS)
and Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS).

 The objective of the survey is to foster healthy competition among these entities and facilitate
cooperative peer learning by sharing best practices.

 The DGQI survey serves several benefits, including enhancing the implementation framework of
government policies, schemes, and programs to effectively achieve their intended goals.

 By assessing the performance of Ministries/Departments, the survey helps identify areas for
improvement and promotes the adoption of innovative approaches and successful strategies.

The DGQI survey covers six major themes, which are: 
1. Data Generation: Evaluating the processes and mechanisms in place for collecting and

generating data related to the implementation of schemes and programs.
2. Data Quality: Assessing the accuracy, completeness, and reliability of the data generated,

ensuring that it meets the required standards.



 

 

3. Use of Technology: Examining the extent to which technology is utilized to enhance data 
collection, management, analysis, and dissemination processes. 

4. Data Analysis, Use, and Dissemination: Analyzing how effectively data is analyzed, interpreted, 
and used to inform decision-making, policy formulation, and program implementation. It also 
assesses how data is shared and disseminated to relevant stakeholders. 

5. Data Security: Addressing the measures in place to ensure the security, confidentiality, and 
integrity of data collected and managed by Ministries/Departments. 

6. HR Capacity and Case Studies: Evaluating the human resource capacity within 
Ministries/Departments to effectively manage and utilize data. It also includes the identification 
and documentation of case studies that highlight successful data governance practices. 

 
What is the significance of the Data Governance Quality Index? 
The Data Governance Quality Index (DGQI) holds significant importance in the context of assessing 
the performance and effectiveness of Ministries/Departments in implementing government 
schemes and programs. Here are some key significances of the DGQI: 
1. Performance Evaluation: The DGQI provides a structured framework to evaluate the 

performance of Ministries/Departments based on various data governance parameters.  
2. Driving Healthy Competition: By benchmarking the performance of Ministries/Departments 

through the DGQI, it creates a healthy competitive environment.  
3. Peer Learning and Knowledge Sharing: The DGQI promotes cooperative peer learning among 

Ministries/Departments.  
4. Enhancing Implementation Framework: The DGQI survey highlights areas where 

Ministries/Departments may need to strengthen their data governance practices.  
5. Accountability and Transparency: The DGQI brings a level of accountability and transparency to 

the implementation of government schemes and programs.  
 
Way Forward 
Overall, the DGQI survey conducted by the DMEO of Niti Aayog provides valuable insights into the 
performance of Ministries/Departments in implementing government schemes and programs. It 
serves as a tool for identifying strengths, weaknesses, and areas for improvement, ultimately 
contributing to the enhanced implementation framework and achievement of desired goals. 
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