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FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION

THIS ARTICLE COVERS ‘DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS’ AND THE TOPIC DETAILS OF
"FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION”.THIS TOPIC IS RELEVANT IN THE “SOCIAL ISSUES”
SECTION OF THE UPSC CSE EXAM.

WHY IN THE NEWS?
According to recent reports from UN agencies, around 4.4 million girls worldwide could become
victims of female genital mutilation by the year 2024.

ABOUT FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION

o Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) refers to procedures involving the modification or harm to
female genitalia for non-medical or cultural motivations. Internationally, it is acknowledged as a
violation of human rights, impacting the well-being and dignity of girls and women.

o  While the majority of those subjected to FGM reside in sub-Saharan Africa and the Arab
States, this practice is also observed in certain countries in Asia, Eastern Europe, and Latin
America.

e The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) notes that despite uncertain origins, FGM
appears to have predated both Christianity and Islam, with historical evidence such as Egyptian
mummies displaying characteristics of the practice.

o Additionally, the ancient Greek historian Herodotus asserted that in the fifth century BC,
circumcision was practiced by the Phoenicians, Hittites, and Ethiopians.

MOTIVES BEHIND FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION

In various regions, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is carried out for diverse reasons, classified by

the UNFPA into five categories:

1. Psycho-Sexual Reasons: FGM is employed as a means to control women’s sexuality, with the
removal of genitalia, especially the clitoris, believed to curb perceived insatiable desires.

2. Sociological or Cultural Reasons: Viewed as part of a girl’s initiation into womanhood and an
integral aspect of a community’s cultural heritage.

3. Hygiene and Aesthetic Reasons: Some communities consider external female genitalia as
unattractive and unclean, prompting FGM for hygiene and aesthetic purposes.

4. Religious Reasons: While not endorsed by Christianity or Islam, FGM may be justified using
“supposed” religious doctrines, according to the UNFPA.




5.

Socio-Economic Factors: In certain communities, FGM is a prerequisite for marriage,
particularly where women are economically dependent on men.

Moreover, the World Health Organization (WHO) highlights additional motives, including “ the
attempt to ensure premarital virginity and the belief that FGM reduces libido, aiding in resisting
extramarital sexual acts”. FGM may also be linked to cultural ideals of femininity and modesty.
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CHALLENGES IN COMBATING FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION (FGM):

Cultural and Social Norms: FGM often finds its roots in cultural and social norms, functioning
as a tradition passed down through generations within communities. The task of altering these
deeply ingrained beliefs and practices proves to be a formidable challenge.

Lack of Awareness and Education: Within communities where FGM is prevalent, there is a
significant lack of understanding regarding the detrimental consequences associated with the
practice. The absence of awareness and education about the physical and psychological health
risks linked to FGM contributes to its perpetuation.

Lack of Adequate Data Collection and Reporting: Efforts to address FGM are impeded by
limited data collection and reporting on its prevalence. The absence of comprehensive
information hinders a clear understanding of the issue’s scope and undermines the effective
targeting of interventions.

STATUS OF FGM IN INDIA

As of right now, the nation does not have legislation outlawing the practice of FGM. The
Ministry of Women and Child Development stated in 2017 that “currently there is no public
information or study which proves the practice of FGM in India” in answer to a petition filed in
the Supreme Court.




e However, according to some other unofficial reports, procedures of FGM are prevalent
amongst the Bohra community, primarily in the states of Maharashtra, Kerala, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh.

GLOBAL EFFORTS TOWARDS ELIMINATION:

e Since 2008, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) have jointly spearheaded the most extensive global initiative dedicated to
eradicating female genital mutilation (FGM).

e In 2012, the UN General Assembly officially designated February 6th as the International Day of
Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation, with the overarching goal of intensifying and
directing efforts toward eliminating this practice. The Theme for 2024 was “Her Voice. Her
Future,”.

PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Q1. Which scheme focuses on promoting the well-being of pregnant women and lactating
mothers by providing them with cash incentives for better nutrition and healthcare?

A. Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA)

B. Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY)
C. Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY)

D. Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP)
ANSWER: B

Q2. The Swadhar Greh scheme provides shelter and support to
A. Widowed women

B. Pregnant women

C. Women in distress without family support
D. Women entrepreneurs

ANSWER: C

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Q1. Explore the role of cultural diversity and migration patterns in either perpetuating or
challenging the practice of Female Genital Mutilation globally.

Q2. Evaluate the impact of educational initiatives and awareness programs in mitigating the
prevalence of Female Genital Mutilation.
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