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CURATIVE PETITION

THIS ARTICLE COVERS ‘DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS’ AND THE TOPIC DETAILS OF "CURATIVE
PETITION”. THIS TOPIC IS RELEVANT IN THE “POLITY AND GOVERNANCE” SECTION OF THE
UPSC CSE EXAM.

WHY IN THE NEWS?

Recently, the Supreme Court granted relief to the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation(DMRC) through the
Curative Petition. A three-judge bench headed by Chief Justice DY Chandrachud allowed the curative
petition of Delhi Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. (DMRC) against Delhi Airport Metro Express Pvt. Ltd.
(DAMEPL). It set aside its judgment in the case of Delhi Airport Metro Express Private Limited v. Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. (2022).

CJI Chandrachud acknowledged that a previous court decision was unjust, halted the Delhi Airport
Metro’s legal action, and ordered refunds of payments made by DMRC to DAMEPL.

The Supreme Court’s decision to support DMRC via a curative petition impacts PPPs, investor trust, and
legal precedents, showcasing a commitment to justice.

BACKGROUND OF THE CASE:

o In 2008, the DMRC partnered with DAMEPL, a consortium led by Reliance Infrastructure Ltd, for the
Delhi Airport Metro Express project through a Public Private Partnership (PPP).

o However, a dispute arose between the two parties, and the agreement was terminated by DAMEPL
in 2013.

o An arbitration tribunal ruled in favour of DAMEPL and ordered DMRC to pay nearly eight thousand
crore in 2017.

o DMRC challenged this in the Delhi High Court in 2019. The Delhi High Court overturned an arbitral
award challenged by DMRC, but the Supreme Court reversed this decision in September 2021,
upholding the original award in favour of DAMEPL.

o In November 2021, the Supreme Court dismissed a review petition filed by DMRC in the case, and
subsequently, in August 2022, DMRC filed a curative petition against the arbitral award in the
Supreme Court.

ABOUT THE CURATIVE PETITION:

. A curative petition allows for reviewing the Supreme Court of India’s final judgment or order. The
curative petition can be filed if the petitioner believes that principles of natural justice have been
violated or if a fundamental error in the judgment has resulted in manifest injustice.




This process was established through the case of Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok Hurra & Anr. in
2002, acknowledging that even final judgments might have mistakes that need correction. This
mechanism is a critical safety valve to prevent miscarriages of justice, ensuring that every legal
option is explored before a case is concluded.

The Concept of a curative petition is based on Article 137 of the Indian Constitution. Article 145 of
the Indian Constitution governs the making of laws and rules. This means that the Supreme Court
has the authority to review every judgment that it makes.

A curative petition may be filed after a review plea against the final conviction is dismissed. It must
be filed within 30 days of the judgment or order. The Supreme Court’s three senior judges,
including the Chief Justice of India and the judges who dismissed the review petition, heard the
petition.

Once the Supreme Court passes a judgment on a curative petition, it is considered final, and no
further recourse is available within the judicial system.

CONCLUSION:

The curative petition is the Indian judicial innovation. It safeguards against potential miscarriages of
justice in exceptional cases where all other legal avenues have been exhausted. Curative petitions are
rarely granted, and the Supreme Court exercises caution in admitting them. They are considered only in
exceptional cases with a glaring error or a fundamental flaw in the judgment.

PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS:
Q. With reference to the curative petition, which of the following statements is NOT correct?
A. The curative petition is the Indian judicial innovation.

B. The constitutional bench constituted by the Supreme Court to review the Curative Petition.

C. The curative petition must be filed within 30 days of the final judgment or order.

D. It helps to minimize any abuse of the processes of law and prevent misuse of justice.
ANSWER: B

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTIONS:

Critically examine the importance of curative petitions in the Indian judicial system and how
curative petitions play a critical role in making the judiciary more accountable.

Amit Pradhan

SPACE OPPORTUNITIES IN INDIA

THIS ARTICLE COVERS ‘DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS” AND THE TOPIC DETAILS OF "SPACE OPPORTUNITIES IN
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Why in the News?

As per a recent study conducted by the World Economic Forum (WEF), it is projected that the worldwide
space economy will attain a valuation of $1.8 trillion by the year 2035, mirroring the magnitude of the
global semiconductor sector. This analysis, titled ‘Space: The $1.8 Trillion Opportunity for Global
Economic Growth’, is collaboratively authored by the WEF and consulting firm McKinsey & Co.

What constitutes the Space Economy?

The space economy encompasses all economic activities related to space exploration, satellite
technology, and space-enabled services. It includes sectors such as satellite communication, Earth
observation, satellite navigation, space tourism, and space mining. Advancements in technology have
expanded opportunities for commercial ventures in space, leading to the emergence of a thriving
industry with significant economic potential.

HOW IS THE SPACE ECONOMY BECOMING SO ATTRACTIVE?

e Economic expansion within the space sector— The Space Report 2022 indicates that the space
economy reached a value of $469 billion in 2021, marking a 9% rise compared to the previous year.
Forecasts suggest that the global space market is anticipated to surpass $1 trillion by 2040.

o State-supported investment— As outlined in the Space Foundation report, there has been a
noticeable surge in government-supported funding for space endeavours worldwide.. Specifically,
there was a significant 19% increase in total government expenditure allocated towards both military
and civilian space programs during the year 2021.

FACTORS FUELING THE GLOBAL SPACE ECONOMY-

e Reduction in Launch Costs: There has been a significant and rapid decline in the costs associated
with launching satellites and rockets, with a tenfold decrease observed over the past two decades.

o Affordability of Data and Connectivity: As demand for data and connectivity increases substantially,
it is anticipated that prices will decrease by at least 10% by 2035, despite the surge in demand
expected to reach 60%.

o Commercial Innovations: Notably, advancements such as enhanced resolution in Earth-observation
technology have led to a reduction in the cost of accessing such technologies, fostering commercial
innovations.

e Cultural Impact: Growing cultural awareness and enthusiasm surrounding space exploration are
significant drivers of interest, particularly among future generations.

e Emergence of New Space Entrepreneurship: India has witnessed the emergence of numerous
startups in the space sector, focusing on providing end-to-end services in both the Business-to-
Business and Business-to-Consumer segments, utilizing New Space technologies.

Condition of Space economy in India-

e Contribution to Global Space Economy— Presently, India’s space industry constitutes approximately
two percent of the worldwide space economy.India’s space sector holds the potential to achieve a
valuation of $44 billion by the year 2033, representing roughly 8 per cent of the global share.
According to several market surveys, the space economy has experienced an average Compound
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 8%.




Increase in Space Start-Up Activity- According to the DPIIT Start-Up India Portal, the number of
space start-ups has surged from only one in 2014 to 189 in 2023.

Investment in Indian space start-ups reached $124.7 million in 2023.

Growing Involvement of Private Sector: Private companies are actively engaged in exploring
solutions related to satellite-based communication, as well as providing satellite integration and
testing facilities. Additionally, the private sector is increasingly involved in the local manufacturing of
satellite subsystems and ground systems. Prominent entities like Skyroot Aerospace, Pixxel,
and Agnikul Cosmos are offering launch services and facilitating space tourism, demonstrating the
expanding role of private enterprises in the space sector.

Rise in Satellite Launch Activity— The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has witnessed a
notable increase in the number of satellite launches. Out of the 424 foreign satellites launched by
ISRO since the 1990s, more than 90% (389) were launched within the last nine years. India generated
$174 million in revenue from the launch of foreign satellites.

Challenges in Advancing the Space Economy-

Space Debris: According to NASA, there are over 100 million pieces of space debris measuring one
millimeter or larger orbiting Earth. This debris comprises non-functional spacecraft, discarded
equipment, and remnants from missions, all moving at speeds of up to 17,500 miles per hour (28,160
kilometres per hour). Even minute debris poses a significant risk of damaging satellites or spacecraft.
Lack of Regulatory Clarity for Startups: The space startup ecosystem in India faces hurdles due to the
absence of clear regulations. These startups require a supportive environment encompassing
accelerators, incubators, venture capitalists, and mentors, -akin to the thriving ecosystem in
Bengaluru, where most New Space startups have flourished. Transforming these startups into robust
industries is crucial for accelerating India’s prominence in the space sector.

Cybersecurity Threats: The draft National Cyber Security Strategy overlooks space security, despite
concerns raised by the Data Security Council of India regarding potential cyberattacks on critical
infrastructure, including space agencies.

Limited Share in Global Market: India’s share in the global space market is merely 2%. Over one-
third of transponders utilised for Indian services are leased from foreign satellites, a proportion
expected to increase with rising demand. Collaborative efforts with partners are essential for India to
enhance its market share in the global space industry.

Initiatives Taken by India to Boost Space Economy-

Indian Space Policy, 2023: This policy facilitates the comprehensive involvement of Non-
Governmental Entities (NGEs) across all facets of space endeavours.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Regulations via Automatic Route: The policy permits up to 100
percent investment via the automatic route for the manufacture of satellite components, systems,
and subsystems for various segments including satellites, ground infrastructure, and user segments.
Additionally, for the complete manufacturing and operation of a satellite, up to 74 percent
investment is allowed through the automatic route.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Regulations via Government Approval Route: Investments
exceeding the specified limit necessitate government approval. Presently, any foreign investment




related to satellite manufacturing and operation mandates government approval under the current
policy.

Establishment of Defense Space Agency (DSA): In 2019, India inaugurated the Defense Space Agency
(DSA) alongside the Defense Space Research Organisation (DSRO). Functioning akin to a U.S. fighter
command, the DSRO oversees the coordination of space assets among various military branches.The
DSA, functioning as a research entity, incorporates civilian space technology into military
applications.

Indian Space Station Project: India aims to establish the ‘Bharatiya Antariksha Station’ (Indian space
station) by 2035 and intends to conduct its first lunar mission with an Indian astronaut by 2040.
Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe)-It will serve as a centralized
platform connecting the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) with all entities interested in
engaging in space-related endeavours or utilizing India’s space assets. Additionally, it will support,
encourage, and provide guidance to private industries involved in space activities by implementing
favourable policies and creating a conducive regulatory framework.

Indian National Space Promotion Board- It is established to enhance the capabilities of the
Department of Space and to foster the growth of private or non-governmental space entrepreneurs.
New Space India Limited- NSIL serves as the commercial division of the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), tasked primarily with facilitating Indian industries to engage in advanced
technology space-related endeavors. Additionally, NSIL is responsible for promoting and
commercially leveraging the products and services generated by the space industry.

Way Forward-

Integration of Space into National Cyber Security Strategy: It is imperative to incorporate robust
cybersecurity measures into India’s national space policy, aligning it with the National Cyber Security
Strategy and National Security Strategy. Implementing a Purple Revolution strategy, which includes
cybersecurity exercises such as red and blue teaming under the Ministry of Defence and Home
Affairs, is essential to enhance both offensive and defensive capabilities. ISRO currently combats over
100 cyberattacks daily.

Increase in Indian Space Budget: To bolster research facilities and elevate space standards, the
allocation for the space budget should be raised from 0.04 per cent to a minimum of 0.5 per cent of
the GDP.

Promoting Startup Initiatives: India should strategically incentivize startups to develop innovative
space logistics solutions akin to the success achieved in its satellite launch program.

Prelims based Question-
Q1. Consider the following statements with reference to IN-SPACE:
1. The headquarters of IN-SPACE is in Bopal, Ahmedabad.

2.

It is an autonomous agency within the Department of Space dedicated to promoting, encouraging,
and regulating space activities conducted by both government and private entities.

Choose the correct answer using the codes given below:
1. 10nly

2. 2O0nly

3. Both1land?2




4. Neither 1 nor?2
ANSWER: C

Mains based Question-

1. Discuss the significance of opening up the Indian space sector for private participation in enhancing
the diffusion of space technology and fostering the growth of the space economy.

Vikas
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